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1.

Reason for the Report

1.1

To provide an update on progress with preparation of a Green Infrastructure
Delivery Plan.

2.

Recommendation

2.1

To note progress on preparation of the Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan,
including the mapping of opportunities for enhancing habitats and their
connectivity, and the preparation of a first draft schedule of green
infrastructure delivery projects.

3.

Executive Summary

3.1

A Green Infrastructure (GI) Strategy was adopted by the Council at the
meeting of its Cabinet on 19th June 2018. The Strategy included the
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commitment to prepare a Delivery Plan to support the Strategy’s
implementation. This report provides an update on progress.
3.2

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust have been commissioned to prepare detailed
habitat mapping of the District to help identify opportunities for green
infrastructure delivery. These maps are provided in the appendices to this
report.

3.3

The mapping is supported by a description for each habitat opportunity area,
providing detail of specific opportunities for creation, enhancement, or
connectivity improvement within each habitat type. This is included as
appendix 2 to this report.

3.4

The 2018 Strategy includes mapping to illustrate opportunities to support more
walking and cycling for short journeys to key destinations, as well as to
encourage leisure walking and cycling.
These “active travel” opportunity
maps are also included as appendices to this report.

3.5

A review of the evidence base mapping, alongside discussion with partners,
has enabled a collection of potential GI delivery projects to be drawn together
and recorded in a schedule – appendix 9 of this report.

3.6

The next steps for the work include integrating the map of GI area
opportunities with the Council’s GIS system so that the map can be used in a
more interactive manner and to prepare full delivery plans for priority projects
on the draft schedule.

4.

How this report links to Corporate Priorities

4.1

The Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan will have implications the following
aims of the Corporate Plan:




Aim One - To help create a safer and healthier environment for our
communities to live and work.
Aim Three - To help create a strong economy by supporting further
regeneration of towns and villages.
Aim Four - To protect and improve the environment and respond to the
climate emergency.

5.

Alternative Options

5.1

There are none. This report is for information.
Neil Rodgers
Executive Director (Place)
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Web Links and
Background Papers

Contact details

SMDC GI Strategy adopted 2018

Joanna Bagnall
Senior Regeneration Officer
joanna.bagnall@highpeak.gov.uk

6.

Detail

Background
6.1

The National Planning Policy Framework defines green infrastructure (GI) as:
“A network of multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is capable
of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local
communities.”

6.2

A Green Infrastructure Strategy was required as part of the suite of evidence
base documents supporting preparation of the SMDC Local Plan. The
Strategy was adopted by the Council at the meeting of its Cabinet on 19th June
2018.

6.3

The ten aims of the adopted Strategy are to:
1. Provide a wide variety of parks, wild areas and open spaces to meet the
needs of both nature and people.
2. Create, improve and protect green travel links that enable people to access
a range of jobs, services, facilities and recreation opportunities using
sustainable transport options.
3. Create, improve and protect biodiversity and the ecological networks that
provide the opportunity for species to move within the landscape.
4. Improve flood and water management including by contributing to
maintaining waterways and managing surface water flow.
5. Protect and enhance the distinctive character of the District's towns and
villages together with their landscape settings.
6. Protect and enhance historic landscape character and heritage assets.
7. Protect and enhance the ecosystem services our green infrastructure
provides such as soil conservation, water management, air quality and
crop pollination to ensure a healthy and resilient natural environment.
8. Promote the sustainable economic growth of the District.
9. Provide a clear framework for funding biodiversity enhancements
appropriate to the size, scale and nature of a development.
10. Facilitate partnership working and improve access to resources through
relevant funding regimes enabling green infrastructure to be funded on a
similar basis to other local infrastructure.

6.4

The next step, as agreed by the Cabinet, and confirmed during the Hearing
Sessions for the Local Plan Examination, has been to prepare an
implementation plan for the Strategy. The implementation plan is designed to
set out how the Council’s GI objectives can be translated into a defined set of
costed projects for delivery.
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6.5

The Council invited Staffordshire Wildlife Trust to help prepare the SMDC GI
Delivery Plan - given the Trust’s management responsibilities for the Council’s
countryside sites. The specification for the work identified the following
deliverables:


A map illustrating strategic opportunities for GI enhancement. A District
wide opportunity map is included as Appendix 1 to this report. Appendices
3 to 8 provide a summary for the main towns.



A schedule of key GI projects, based on the opportunities identified by the
mapping, each project with an associated delivery plan. A draft of the
schedule is included as Appendix 9 to this report.

6.6

A Project Board was established to oversee the project. Membership of the
Board includes Staffordshire County Council, Peak District National Park
Authority, National Farmers Union, Environment Agency and Natural England.
SMDC Officers from Regeneration, Development and Leisure Services also
attend the Board to ensure capture of opportunities for joint working across the
Council.

6.7

The Project Board met in September and November to review the green
infrastructure opportunities identified and to comment on the initial projects
proposed.

GI Opportunities
6.8

Appendix 1 is a map that portrays key locations where habitats may be
created or enhanced to create a network of green infrastructure. The map has
been created using specific habitat connectivity modelling software to define
Habitat Connectivity Opportunity (HCO) areas.

6.9

A total of seven separate HCO habitat types have been identified and mapped
as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Grassland
Moorland
Heathland
Wetland
Woodland
Pasture and arable land
Urban

6.11

Each HCO habitat type is also described in terms of the species and other
habitats they support, the threats posed to the habitat, and the opportunities to
improve network connections, with any potential additional benefits that could
be achieved.

6.12

The opportunity area maps and descriptions are provided as Appendix 2 to
this report. Key opportunities for green infrastructure project delivery, as set
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out in the opportunity area descriptions, are summarised below. The mapping
illustrates opportunities to:
6.13

Increase the connectivity of woodland habitats in the Churnet Valley by
linking, buffering and expanding existing sites of importance. Woodlands
represent a very important part of the District’s habitats. The Churnet Valley is
one of the most important woodland areas in the county, both in terms of the
overall area of habitat, the connectivity it provides, and as a source habitat for
several species. There is potential for a woodland corridor linking Park Hall
Country Park, Caverswall Common and Creswell's Piece to Consall Wood and
Nature Park through the Combes Valley to further woodland at Apesford.

6.14

Ensure that all high-quality grassland sites remain in positive conservation
management, with enhancement of existing grassland sites, or restoration of
degraded sites, with the aim of achieving Local Wildlife Site status. The
district is the most important area for species-rich grasslands in the county,
possessing many semi-improved and un-improved meadows and pastures. In
particular, the areas of calcareous grassland around Cauldon and
Waterhouses are some of the most diverse grasslands in the county. There
are specific opportunities to enhance the diversity of grassland sites in urban
green spaces, for example parks, gardens and cemeteries in Leek, Biddulph,
Cheadle, Werrington, Endon and Blythe Bridge.

6.15

Protect and enhance the heathland in the district that runs primarily in a line
from the edge of Park Hall Country Park in Stoke, northwards through Wetley
Moor, Brown Edge and Endon. Potentially connecting with sites such as
Marshes Hill and Wickenstones ridgeline, through Biddulph and Biddulph
Moor, and continuing further northwards through Long Edge until reaching the
county boundary at The Cloud, continuing into the southern Cheshire
heathlands.
There are specific opportunities to expand upon existing
heathland restoration schemes, such as those carried out at Moneystone
quarry, and to expand smaller areas of heathland around Whiston, and further
south in areas such as Mobberley/Freehay quarry, Greatgate and surrounds.

6.16

Protect existing areas of moorland through sympathetic management, and
ensure that positive management continues. Staffordshire Moorlands is the
only local authority in the county possessing moorland habitat. Whilst a large
proportion of this lies within the Peak District National Park there are several
moorland sites outside the Park - along Ipstones Edge, Morridge, Gun Moor,
Biddulph Moor and The Cloud - all of which provide good connectivity between
moorlands outside of county to the north, and lowland heathland further south.
There are specific opportunities for the creation and/or enhancement of
moorland habitats, particularly along the Morridge and around Ipstones Edge.

6.17

Watercourses and wetland habitats form a vitally important part of the
District’s ecology. Staffordshire Moorlands has several areas which may be
suitable for the re-introduction of beaver, particularly in the Churnet Valley,
which would benefit both diversity and flood resilience. The Cecilly Brook
through Cheadle needs appropriate management given the site’s history of
supporting a population of Water Vole, which are now regionally and nationally
scarce. There are also opportunities to encourage slowing the flow of water,
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and holding back water, on the higher ridgelines, both for flood prevention and
to provide additional wetland habitats. Particular areas of focus for this are
Ipstones Edge, the Morridge, Biddulph, Biddulph Moor, Brown Edge and
around Rushton Spencer.
6.18

Pastures and improved grasslands form the majority of semi-natural habitats
in the district. There are opportunities to link up existing semi-natural habitats
through the creation of habitat corridors and networks using hedgerows,
arable field margins and watercourses. There are also specific opportunities
to engage with landowners in the south of the district to facilitate improved
habitat connectivity between high quality habitats further south and those
further north.

6.19

The key objective in the urban areas is to help enable permeability between
rural and urban landscapes, both to benefit habitat connectivity, and to bring
wildlife closer to people. The smaller settlements in the district are in the main
small enough, or have sufficient available green space, to allow wildlife to
move relatively freely through them. The larger towns of Leek, Cheadle and
Biddulph also have examples of good green space corridors that provide
habitat connectivity.

Schedule of GI projects
6.20

Opportunities described above, supplemented by discussions with partners on
the Project Board and others including Town Councils, have helped to identify
initial GI project proposals. These proposals are set out in the form of a
schedule, included as Appendix 9 to this report.

6.21

The schedule captures some ongoing GI delivery work such as restoration of
150 acres of moorland, woodland and heathland at the Roaches following the
2018 fire.

6.22

It also includes GI projects where the Council has existing commitment to GI
delivery, for example using the evidence mapping to develop and implement
enhancement measures to Council maintained greenspaces across the
district.

6.23

Potential projects are also recorded, such as the ambition to enhance the
SMDC promoted walks network. This is an example of a GI project for which
no resource or funding has yet been identified, but a proposal outline has
been worked up so that a project can be ready to go, should a suitable grant
funding stream become available.

6.24

Meetings were held with the Town Council clerks to understand ambitions for
GI delivery in Leek, Cheadle and Biddulph. The schedule also records outputs
from these discussions, for example a potential project to improve connectivity
between canal towpaths and the town centres. A project to improve signage
and wayfinding for leisure users of the canal network, encouraging walkers
and cyclists to stop off and visit the town centres, may be beneficial as part of
recovery from COVID-19.
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6.25

Specific projects recorded in the schedule also include the long-standing
ambition of the Council to support the development of a Greenway between
Tean and Cheadle, using the disused railway line.

6.26

The schedule of GI projects will be supported by costed delivery plans for
individual projects as these are developed. The schedule itself is considered a
“living document” and will be reviewed and updated as projects are proposed
and completed.

Links to other service areas
6.27

It should be noted that GI delivery is relevant to the work of many Council
service areas. Development Services are engaging with the work to assist in
“place making”, following the adoption of the Local Plan in September 2020.

6.28

Leisure Services have included a project proposal in the GI schedule to work
with residents of the Haregate area of Leek to develop “door-step walks”,
supporting people to “move more” and take advantage of the recreation routes
on their doorstep.

6.29

Discussions are ongoing between the District and Town Councils in relation to
parks management and opportunities to enhance green areas maintained by
the Council to improve biodiversity, potentially starting with Brough Park, Leek.

Links to Climate Change Plan and work of the subgroups
6.30

The GI Delivery Plan contributes to meeting the Council’s plans to make the
Staffordshire Moorlands carbon neutral by 2030. Green Infrastructure can
help to combat climate change in a number of ways, including by:






6.31

Reducing the need to travel by car – providing local recreation areas and
green travel routes to encourage walking and cycling.
Carbon storage and sequestration – storing carbon in soils and vegetation.
Managing surface water and other water resources – green infrastructure
can provide places to store water for re-use, allowing water to infiltrate into
the ground, it can also help to manage surface water and sewer flooding by
reducing the rate and volume of water runoff.
Helping other species to adapt – providing a more vegetated and
permeable landscape through which species can move as they adapt to
rising temperatures.

The evidence base for the GI Delivery Plan can support the work of the subgroups of the Climate Change working groups, for example in the
development of a local cycling and walking infrastructure plan and preparation
of a woodland strategy to focus the planting of the right trees in the right
places.

Next steps
6.32

Currently the opportunity map is only available as an image in report form (as
attached in appendix 1 to this report). This means that it is difficult to use it to
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zoom in at village or site level and identify specific opportunities for GI creation
or enhancement.
6.33

The Council is working with Staffordshire Wildlife Trust to help resolve the
software difficulties currently preventing use of the map in an interactive
format. It is hoped that when the issues are resolved, the opportunities map
can be made available on the Council’s website and used in a similar manner
to the interactive planning map.

6.34

The draft schedule consists of a large number of potential GI delivery projects.
The Council will need to work with partners to prioritise a much smaller
number of deliverable projects. These projects will need to be described in
greater detail, with specific and costed outputs.

6.35

It should be noted that inclusion of a project in the GI Delivery Plan is not a
commitment by the Council to deliver it, but a record of a potential GI proposal
that can be delivered once resources have been identified.
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Opportunity Area Descriptions

Woodland Opportunity Area
Woodlands represent a very important part of District’s habitats. The Churnet Valley in
particular is among one of the most important woodland areas in the county both in terms
of the overall area of habitat, the connectivity it provides and as a source habitat for a
number of species. Much of the wooded area of the Churnet valley is designated as a Site
of Special Scientific Interest due to its semi-natural ancient status and the diversity of flora
and fauna they support.
Woodland connectivity within the district and between other districts is very good,
woodlands in the Hamps and Manifold Valleys along with those in the Dove Valley
providing northward connectivity and woodlands along the River Blythe and Tean
providing connectivity in a north/south orientation.

1.2.1 Key Habitats
 Woodlands (e.g. semi-natural ancient









woodlands, coniferous plantation)
Wood Pasture and Parkland are of
particular importance in the District.
Dense Continuous and Scattered
Scrub
Lowland Heathland
Traditional Orchards
Lowland Meadows
Veteran Trees
Hedgerows
Urban Green Spaces




1.2. 3 Threats
 Loss and fragmentation of irreplaceable
woodland habitats (ancient woodland
inventory sites).

 Both residential and industrial
development.

 Inappropriate management of speciesrich and/or ancient woodland sites
either directly within or surrounding

1.2.2 Key species
 Willow Tit
 Cuckoo
 Owl Species
 Bluebell
 Amphibian species (Great Crested
Newt, Common Frog, Common
Toad), specifically as terrestrial
refuge sites.
Native Black Poplar
Saproxylic invertebrates (particularly
beetles) living in standing and fallen
deadwood in parkland sites
Lesser-spotted Woodpecker
Common Fan-foot moth
Dormouse
Bat species
Wood Warbler
Spotted/Pied Flycatcher







1.2.4 Opportunities

● Protection of existing sites, particularly
ancient woodland inventory sites and
woodlands which are designated as
Local Wildlife Sites. Planting of further
future woodlands on sites which do not
already support a priority habitat to
improve connections of existing areas
of high quality woodland and increase
the area of woodlands which are
ecologically functional for the species
that they support.
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these sites leading to deterioration and
lowering overall diversity.

 Loss or deterioration of hedgerows and
other associated habitats severing
connectivity between woodlands and to
other habitats.

 Unsympathetic or poorly thought out
woodland planting and creation on sites
which already support another
important habitat of conservation
concern, e.g. species rich lowland
meadows, causing irreversible loss.

 Replanting of ancient woodland sites
with species which are not
characteristic or native to the area.

 Scrub removal either through intensive
management regimes or development.

● Encourage relaxed management on
the fringes of woodlands to provide a
softer edge (e.g. scrub formation)
habitat which is able to support both
more and a wider diversity of species,
particularly birds and butterflies.
● Expand the area of existing
woodlands. Create new areas of
woodland that are in strategic locations
and are of suitable size to act as
stepping stones between existing
woodlands. Woodland expansion and
creation must not be detrimental to
other high quality habitats for instance
diverse grassland habitats.
● Use historical maps and data to
determine the past extent of woodland
areas, particularly where there may
still be a rich ground flora in the
seedbank for the restoration and
expansion of ancient woodland sites.
● Planting new and maintaining existing
hedgerows to better connect smaller
isolated woodlands benefiting species
migration and chances of breeding.
● Avoidance from or incorporating key
woodlands into development sites, this
is achievable through mitigation
hierarchy in the biodiversity offsetting
system.
● Restoration of Planted Ancient
Woodland sites (PAWS) to native
broadleaf or diversification of
coniferous woodlands to include more
native planting.
● Ensure that there is no loss or damage
to known wood-pasture or parkland
sites.
● Identification of, and promotion of the
importance of veteran trees, both in
woodland and in the wider landscape.

1.2.5 Specific opportunities


Ensure that woodlands within the Churnet Valley are protected, not only from
direct impacts for example loss to development or agriculture but ensure that

Page 14



indirect impacts are considered and minimised e.g. air or water borne diffuse
pollution or edge effects from surrounding land use, particularly when considering
the topography of this area of the county.
Maintain connectivity with other districts by ensuring that no damage is caused to
woodlands in the Hamps, Manifold, Dove, Dane, Blythe and Tean river valleys.
Seek to expand woodlands either with considered planting or natural regeneration
in these areas where there is no risk of losing other habitats of high importance.
Ensure that suitable foraging habitats for Lesser Horseshoe Bat are maintained
around Kinver to protect this regionally and nationally important species.

1.2.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
 Flood risk mitigation
 Carbon storage
 Recreation and aesthetic
 Cultural heritage
 Wood fuel, timber and fibre
 Foraging / wild food
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1.2.7 Map of Woodland Opportunity Area
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Grassland Opportunity Area
Staffordshire Moorlands District is the most important area for species rich grasslands in
the county possessing a large number of semi-improved and unimproved meadows and
pastures. Uniquely to the county is the areas of calcareous grassland around Cauldon and
Waterhouses which are incredibly species rich, some of the most diverse grasslands in
the county.
It is both the species richness and concentration of grasslands in and around the Churnet
Valley northwards to the boundary with the Peak District that make this area so important,
nowhere else in the county do species rich grasslands occur in such density.
In particular the area around Cauldon, Waterhouses, Cotton, Stanton and Wootton
overlapping into East Staffordshire district is important as a source site for grassland
species diversity in the county. Habitat modelling assessments suggest that the sites in
this area would act as a meta-population survival core/ark for species associated with
grassland habitats in the event of widespread habitat loss (e.g. through sudden climatic
changes) due to its good habitat connectivity with the wider landscape and high
concentration of high quality habitat.
The grasslands in this area of the county support a number of important species for
example Dingy Skipper Butterfly, Wood Tiger Moth, Greater Butterfly-orchid and Frog
orchid.

2.2.1 Key Habitats
 Unimproved calcareous Grassland
 Quarrying and mineral extraction
 Lowland meadows
 Semi-improved Pastures
 Hedgerows
 Arable land
 Open mosaic habitat on previously






2.3.2 Key Species
 Skylark
 Farmland birds
 Bats (specifically Brown Long-eared,


developed land
Ponds
Traditional Orchards
Coastal Floodplain Grazing Marsh
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pastures
Open mosaic habitats on previously
developed land

2.3.3 Threats






Noctule and Pipistrelle species)
Reptiles, specifically Common Lizard
and Adder
Brown Hare
Barn Owl
Dingy Skipper Butterfly
Orchid species specifically
Greater/Lesser Butterfly and Frog
Orchids

2.3.4 Opportunities

● Development pressure
● Poor management of key diverse sites
including:
○ Over-grazing
○ Poaching

● Ensure that all high quality grassland
sites remain in positive conservation
management, securing vital areas which
can be used as sources of biodiversity
into the future.
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○ Neglect of Hedgerows
○ Over-cutting of Hedgerows
● Nutrient intensification both from
agricultural practices as well as diffuse
pollution sources - nitrogen deposition.
● Agricultural intensification
● Neglect of sites and lack of appropriate
conservation management. This is a
major threat to diverse grassland sites
not only in the District but in the county
as a whole.
● Global and local climate change.
● Habitat loss and fragmentation

● Protection of existing high quality
grasslands and buffering these from
potentially detrimental neighbouring
land uses such as intensive farming
practices. This could be achieved
through encouraged uptake of agrienvironment schemes, landowner
liaison/education
● Enhancement of any existing grassland
sites or restoration of degraded sites so
that they may achieve Local Wildlife Site
Status and ensure that the management
of these sites persists to ensure that
they remain diverse.
● Reversion of arable land to diverse
grassland where soils dictate. This is
usually only carried out in certain
circumstances due to the difficulty and
cost associated however there are
examples of this being successfully
carried out in the District.
● It is critical that areas of high quality
grassland are linked with mosaics of
other high quality grassland to ensure
that species reliant upon these habitats
are able to move freely between them.
● Use of Light Detection And Ranging
(LiDAR) imagery to identify historical
field patterns and features i.e. ridge and
furrow to indicate where grassland
restoration may be most successful as
these areas have not or are unlikely to
have undergone any serious agricultural
improvement in the past.

2.3.5 Specific Opportunities







Ensue that existing species rich grasslands are conserved and protected,
particularly the concentrations around Waterhouses, Cauldon, Cotton, Stanton and
Wootton. A facilitation group for landowners in agri-environment schemes may be
beneficial in this area to promote landscape connectivity.
Restoration of the limestone quarries around Cauldon, Ramshorn and
Waterhouses as they become quarried out so that they are able to support diverse
species rich calcareous grasslands. Successful restoration of such sites in the
area already could be used as an example of what can be achieved through
restoration.
Work with landowners in the south of the district where the largest gaps in habitat
connectivity, specifically in terms of grasslands, to encourage uptake of agrienvironment schemes targeting the creation and enhancement of species-rich
grassland. By working with neighbouring landowners for example through
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facilitation groups to contribute toward habitat connectivity into the wider district
and county.
Seek to enhance the diversity of grassland sites in urban green spaces for
example parks, gardens and cemeteries in Leek, Biddulph, Cheadle, Werrington,
Endon and Blythe Bridge.

2.3.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits





Pollination
Recreation and aesthetic
Cultural heritage
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2.3.7 Map of Grassland Opportunity Area
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Heathland Opportunity Area
Lowland heathland habitats are present in the district generally restricted to the southern
and western extents as changes in altitude and underlying geology further north result in
moorland habitat becoming more prevalent.
Primarily the heathland in the district runs in a line from the edge of Park Hall Country
Park in Stoke, northwards through Wetley Moor, Brown Edge and Endon with sites such
as Marshes Hill, Wickenstones ridgeline through Biddulph and Biddulph Moor continuing
further northwards through Long Edge until reaching the county boundary at The Cloud
and on into the southern Cheshire heathlands.
Heathlands have been restored in some areas of the district for example at the former
Moneystone Quarry site.

3.4.1 Key Habitats










3.4.2 Key Species










Lowland Heathland
Woodlands
Arable (buffer strips, set-aside etc.)
Lowland Acid Grassland
Lowland Meadows
Open mosaic habitat on previously
developed land
Scrub
Ponds

3.4.3 Threats

3.4.4 Opportunities

● Pollution both from acute and diffuse
sources leading to nutrient
intensification – e.g. Nitrogen loading.
● Lack of management, improper
management or neglect leading to
scrub encroachment.
● Tourism and recreational pressure.
● Mineral extraction.
● Agricultural intensification, both on and
surrounding core areas of heathland.
● Urban development.

Heather
Nightjar
Fly agaric
Reptiles and Amphibians
Bog Bush-cricket
Hybrid Bilberry
Oil Beetle
Aculeate Hymenoptera (solitary bees
and wasps)

● Protection of existing areas of high
quality Lowland Heath through
sympathetic management and
ensuring that positive management
continues and prevent degradation
due to neglect.
● Seek to create areas of new Heathland
in key sites. This could be through
development sites as part of
biodiversity offsetting mitigation,
reverting plantation woodland stands
into areas of heathland post harvesting
similar to those carried out by the
Connecting Staffordshire Moorlands
project or through incorporating into
existing habitat management such as
arable field margins or relaxing the
management regime in pastures etc.
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● Regeneration of former sand and
gravel sites by inoculation with heather
seed and brash to kick start habitat
formation and secure sympathetic
management of these sites in future.
● Mitigate potential impacts of recreation
pressure on sites such as Staffordshire
Moorlands AONB and Gentleshaw
Common to ensure that the habitats
and species which exist there can
thrive, but can also be enjoyed by
those who live in and visit the area.
● Ensure that sites listed on Natural
England’s Heathland Inventory are
appropriately managed and monitored
to retain key connectivity sites within
the District.

3.4.5 Specific opportunities







Ensure existing heathland sites at Park Hall, Wetley Moor, Marshes Hill and The
Cloud are conserved and are under appropriate conservation management.
Restore, recreate and enhance heathlands or remnant heathlands between Park
Hall and the Cloud, where geology and soils are suitable.
Expand upon existing heathland restoration schemes like those carried out a
Moneystone quarry to expand the smaller existing areas of heathland around the
central Staffordshire Moorlands area around Whiston and further south in the
Mobberley/Freehay quarry, Greatgate and surrounding areas.
Mitigate potential impacts of recreation pressure on sites such as Park Hall and
Wetley Moor to ensure that the habitats and species which exist there can thrive,
but can also be enjoyed by those who live in and visit the area.

3.4.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits







Pollination
Cultural Heritage
Carbon Storage
Flood risk mitigation
Recreation and Aesthetic

Page 22

3.4.7 Map of Heathland Opportunity Area
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Moorland Opportunity Area
Staffordshire Moorlands District is the only local authority in the county possessing
moorland habitat. Whilst a large proportion of the moorland habitat lies within the Peak
District National Park Authority Area there are a number of moorland sites outside the
Peak Park namely along Ipstones Edge, Morridge, Gun Moor, Biddulph Moor and The
Cloud all of which provide good connectivity between moorlands outside of the county to
the north and lowland heathland further south in the county.
The area of Moorland habitat is more extensive further north into the Peak District
National Park, however the habitats outside of the National Park boundary are important
habitats particularly as a transitional line between south/north Lowland/upland transition
as well as important case studies for the management of sensitive habitat sites outside of
areas of landscape designation.

4.5.1 Key Habitats






4.5.2 Key Species












Moorland
Woodland
Lowland Heath
Wetlands

4.5.3 Threats

Heather
Bilberry Bumblebee
Hen Harrier
Sphagnum moss species
Bog Asphodel
Golden Plover
Red Deer
Curlew
Short-eared owl
Red Grouse

4.5.4 Opportunities

● Pollution both from acute and diffuse
sources leading to nutrient
intensification - Nitrogen loading.
● Lack of management or neglect leading
to scrub encroachment.
● Tourism and recreational pressure,
both through direct and indirect
pressures e.g. fire risk exacerbated by
climate change and frequent extreme
weather events.
● Inappropriate habitat conservation
management.

● Protection of existing areas of
moorland through sympathetic
management and ensuring that
positive management continues and
prevent degradation due to neglect.
● Mitigate potential impacts of
recreation pressure to ensure that the
habitats and species which exist there
can thrive, but can also be enjoyed by
those who live in and visit the area.
● Education and engagement with local
communities on the importance of the
habitats and how to mitigate against
the negative effects of farming

● Agricultural intensification, both on and
surrounding moorland habitat.
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● Climate Change.

4.5.5 Specific opportunities




Seek out opportunities for the creation and/or enhancement of Moorland habitats
particularly along the Morridge and around Ipstones Edge.
Establishment of further agri-environment scheme facilitation fund groups on the
periphery of the National Park similar to those already established in the South West
Peak to enable landowners and conservationists a chance to meet to discuss
problems and solutions to farming sensitive sites and look for opportunities to benefit
both landowners and conservation.

4.5.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits







Pollination
Cultural Heritage
Carbon Storage
Flood risk mitigation
Recreation and Aesthetic
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4.6.7 Map of Moorland Opportunity Area
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Wetland Opportunity Area
Given its altitude, Staffordshire Moorlands receives more annual rainfall than any other
district in the county, therefore watercourses and wetland habitats form a vitally important
part of the Districts ecology.
The river Churnet and its tributaries act as a central spine in the district for both wetland
and other habitats. The Cauldon canal runs parallel to the river for a significant distance
providing additional habitat in the valley.
The river Dane forms the county boundary with Cheshire to the north, in a steep sided
valley with associated valley woodlands. The river Dove forms the eastern county
boundary with Derbyshire and is an important fish passage route, particularly Salmonids.
The rivers Hamps and Manifold flow through the limestone areas of the district in the east
and are prone to seasonal flows often only running underground during the summer
months.
Other wetland habitats are commonly encountered on the higher ridgelines along Ipstones
Edge and the Morridge along Peak District National Park boundary, these include
wet/marshy grassland, mires, fens, swamp and other associated moorland vegetation.
The watercourses in the Staffordshire Moorlands are mostly headwaters of larger rivers
which presents a good opportunity via natural flood management to not only provide good
quality habitats but also to make a meaningful impact on flooding nationally by holding
back the flow of water in the headwaters and tributaries to prevent larger scale flooding
downstream.
The district possesses several small sites in which there are natural tufa forming springs,
these sites are nationally important and there are very few of these sites regionally. Tufa is
a type of limestone which is formed when dissolved minerals precipitate and solidify from
ambient water, it is able to support a variety of species of both flora and fauna, particularly
bryophytes and invertebrates.

5.6.1 Key Habitats







Woodland
Grassland
Pasture
Arable
Urban fabric/mosaic habitats

5.6.2 Key Species












Otter
Snipe
Lapwing
Dipper
Great Crested Newt
Freshwater White-clawed Crayfish
European Water Vole
Harvest Mouse
Reptiles and Amphibians
Floating Water-plantain
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5.6.3 Threats

5.6.4 Opportunities

● Mineral extraction.
● Pollution from acute and diffuse
sources.
● Poor land management, livestock in
and near watercourses and
waterbodies, soil erosion leading to
eutrophication of water bodies and
loss of habitat in watercourses.
● Historic deepening and straightening
of watercourses, meaning that rivers
and streams lack natural features such
as gravel beds. Water is disconnected
from floodplains.
● In some areas removal of tree cover
and grazing leading to habitat
degradation.
● Lack of understanding of the need to
protect water throughout the
catchment including areas where there
are no obvious watercourses.
● Global and local climate change.
● Loss of ‘coarse’ habitat to
development or agricultural
intensification which would otherwise
impede the flow of water leading to:
○ Increased flood risk.
● Invasive Non Native Species
(Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens
glandulifera), Parrot’s-feather
(Myriophyllum aquaticum), Azolla sp,
Crassula helmsii etc.).
● Plant and animal disease,
transmission and biosecurity.

Emperor Dragonfly
Waders and wintering wildfowl
Brown Trout
Floating Water Plantain

● Protection of existing high quality
wetland sites particularly those with a
nature conservation designation. This
will be achieved through the
identification of environmental issues
for example pollution from agricultural
run-off and subsequent remediation for
instance through Rural SuDS. These
sites should be buffered from any
potential sources of damage both
through creation of habitat around key
sites to provide a ‘soft edge’ habitat
and landowner liaison to address
issues.
● Identification of the most suitable
locations for the targeting and
prioritisation of further wetland creation
and enhancements.
● Seek opportunities to deliver Natural
Flood Management in the headwaters
of rivers and streams to address flood
risk and provide additional areas for
habitat provision.
● Look for opportunities to carry out river
reprofiling/naturalisation, improve flood
storage and provide additional habitats
suitable for a range of species
particularly breeding waders and
wintering wildfowl.
● Use historical maps and LiDAR
information to identify historical
wetland and river features, sluices,
water meadows etc. which could
potentially be restored to deliver both
flood risk mitigation and habitat
improvements.
● Use flood models to dictate where
work can be targeted to both deliver
improved flood mitigation as well as
deliver further habitat works
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● Ensure that sand and gravel quarry
extraction sites are effectively restored
and provide additional benefits for
wildlife. There is a huge opportunity
here to deliver biodiversity and flood
mitigation objectives.
● Effective mitigation for the loss of
Great Crested Newt (GCN) habitat as
a result of development. (Priority areas
for the creation of compensatory pond
clusters would need to be addressed
at a finer scale using Great Crested
Newt (GCN) metapopulation data and
modelling).

5.6.5 Specific opportunities







Remove barriers to fish passage e.g. weirs to enable free movement of fish
species, particularly salmonid species (Brown Trout, Salmon)
Secure and safeguard populations of native Freshwater White-clawed Crayfish
and seek further sites where there are potentially opportunities for the creation of
ark sites isolated from the non-native American Signal Crayfish.
Staffordshire Moorlands has a number of areas which may be suitable for the reintroduction of beaver, particularly in the Churnet Valley which would benefit both
diversity and flood resilience.
Ensure that the Cecily Brook through Cheadle is marinated appropriately given the
sites history of supporting a population of Water Vole which are now regionally and
nationally scarce.
Seek methods to encourage slowing the flow of water and holding back water on
the higher ridgelines to increase flood risk prevention and provide additional
wetland habitats e.g. moorland, open water or rush pasture. Particular focus areas
for this in the district are Ipstones Edge, the Morridge, Biddulph, Biddulph Moor,
Brown Edge and around Rushton Spencer.

5.6.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits






Flood risk mitigation
Water quality
Recreation and aesthetic
Cultural Heritage
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5.6.7 Map of Wetland Opportunity Area
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Pasture and Arable Opportunity Area
The proportion of grassland in Staffordshire Moorlands which is of a higher biodiversity
value is higher than in any other district in the county, the description of this is covered by
the Grasslands Habitat Connectivity Opportunity Area, the Pasture and Arable HCO refers
to those sites which appear to possess extensive areas of more intensively managed and
improved agricultural land.
Pastures and improved grasslands form the majority of semi-natural habitats in the district,
there are some areas of arable production further to the south of district and in smaller
concentrations scattered throughout where the landscape and soils are suitable.
The topography and soils in the district generally restrict the area of arable land meaning
that the predominant farming use is the rearing of livestock either for meat or dairy leading
to extensive pastures and grassland used for the production of forage. For the most part
these grasslands are of agriculturally improved or poor semi-improved quality and
possess a low species diversity with only a handful of grass species and few/no herbs
present.

6.7.1 Key Habitats






6.7.2 Key Species









Grassland
Woodland
Hedgerows
Mature and veteran trees

6.7.3 Threats

6.7.4 Opportunities



● Habitat fragmentation.
● Agricultural intensification.
● Urban encroachment.
● Pollution of waterways.
● Loss and deterioration of ponds for
example through changes in water
management or nutrient intensification.
● Improper management e.g.
○ Over-grazing
○ Poaching
○ Neglect of hedgerows

Barn Owl
Brown Hare
Harvest Mouse
Polecat
Grey Partridge
Wall Brown butterfly
Arable ‘weeds’ and cornfield annuals
rare to the county found in set-aside
ground, headlands and field margins.
There are a wide range of
opportunities for more intensively
farmed agricultural land ranging from
very small interventions such as
leaving one corner of an arable field as
set aside to provide feeding
opportunity for farmland seed eating
birds to large whole farm scale
interventions for example reversion of
large areas of arable land into diverse
grassland. Obviously the scale of the
intervention is down to what is
practical and ultimately what is
desirable, cost effective and
sustainable in the eyes of landowners
and land managers.
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○

Over-cutting of hedgerows



Link up existing semi-natural habitats
through the creation of habitat
corridors and networks using
hedgerows, arable field margins and
watercourses where possible.



Reversion of arable to other habitats
with a higher biodiversity value for
example species rich grassland.



Encourage uptake or movement
toward organic production methods or
holistic grazing management over
reliance on supplementary feeding or
indoor systems for example.



Where developments are likely to
impact on large areas of intensive
farmland, ensure that as a result some
of the developed area is dedicated to
the provision of high quality seminatural habitats which may greatly
improve habitat availability and
connectivity within the landscape.

6.7.5 Specific opportunities



Seek to engage with landowners in the south of the district to facilitate improved
habitat connectivity between high quality habitats further South in the county with
those further North in the Staffordshire Moorlands District.

6.7.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits





Water quality
Cultural heritage
Food production
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6.7.7 Map of Pasture and Arable Opportunity Area
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Urban Fabric Opportunity Area
The District is principally rural with scattered urban settlements, accessibility to green
space and the wider countryside is excellent for most urban areas in the District due to
their size and access to public rights of way.
In general the smaller settlements in the district are either small enough and have enough
available green space to allow wildlife to move relatively freely through them and in the
case of larger towns in the District such as Cheadle, Biddulph and Leek there are still
examples of good green space corridors benefitting habitat connectivity, however these
are generally for amenity use with a limited biodiversity value but nonetheless still provide
good opportunities.
The conurbation of Stoke-On-Trent borders the District to the West which has implications
both in terms of pressure exerted on the existing habitats and species as well as the
potential limitations for improving habitat connectivity to the West. The proximity of a large
urban area such as this to a mostly rural District does however provide multiple people
opportunity for access to nature.

7.8.1 Key Habitats








7.8.2 Key Species

Grassland
Woodland
Open Mosaic Habitat on Previously
Developed Land (brownfield habitats)
Wetland
Rivers and streams
Street trees (particularly those in
environments where other green space
is lacking)

7.8.3 Threats









Hedgehog
Great Crested Newt
Slow Worm
Invertebrates and pollinators
House Sparrow
Toads and other amphibians
Finch species.

7.8.4 Opportunities

● Habitat fragmentation through the loss
of both sources of biodiversity as well
as habitat ‘stepping stones’ and linear
pathways which species require to be
able to disperse.
● Pollution both from acute and diffuse
sources leading to the loss of diversity
in waterways etc.
● Urban expansion
● Redevelopment of Open Mosaic
Habitats on Previously Developed
Land (OMPDL) which are often

● The key objectives in these areas is
not to connect urban areas together
but to enable permeability between
rural and urban landscapes, especially
where high quality semi-natural
habitats exist in close proximity to or
within these areas. In doing this it is
possible to benefit habitat connectivity
but also bring wildlife closer to people.
● Urban spaces are often important for
the Open Mosaic on Previously
Developed Land (OMPDL Biodiversity
Action Plan (BAP) habitat due to the
relatively high levels of
(re)development. These habitats are
often vitally important for a number of
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important sites for a number of species
in urban areas.
● Intensive management of urban green
spaces leading to:
● Invasive species
● Increased flood risk due to increased
area of hard impermeable surfaces.

rare and unusual invertebrate species
relying on bare ground. OMPDL
habitats are often transitory habitats,
both in terms of natural succession
and likelihood of development,
ensuring that there is always provision
of some of this habitat type at any one
point in urban areas will help to
prevent the complete loss of species
relying on this habitat from an area.
● Ecological enhancement of existing
urban green spaces, for example
through improving the diversity of
amenity grassland in parks by seed
sowing and green hay strewing,
enhancement or creation of wetlands
in Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS).
● Creation of new habitats when
planning new urban developments,
make new developments as green as
possible to bring high quality habitats
and improve habitat connections in the
urban environment. This may include
for example green roofs/green walls,
wildlife friendly SuDS which can be
planted with native wetland species,
rain gardens to slow the flow of water.
● Ensure that urban green spaces are
managed appropriately to provide the
best benefits for wildlife and people this may include relaxing mowing
regimes to create and maintain more
diverse grasslands, thinning of
plantation woodlands to improve
structural diversity or invasive species
control.
● Ensure that linear features such as
canals, old railway lines, road verges,
hedgerows are managed for the good
of wildlife as these are often critical
pathways for biodiversity in and out of
the urban environment.
● Provide suitable opportunities in
existing and new developments for
protected and Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP) species for example bats,
hedgehogs and pollinators.

7.8.5 Specific opportunities
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Habitat enhancements along the Cecilly Brook in Cheadle
H
Identify and carry out feasibility studies and community engagement on key green
spaces in urban settlements around the district to provide a suite of potential project
ideas which will benefit habitat availability and connectivity.

7.8.6 Opportunities to enhance other benefits
● Recreation and aesthetic - improved access to and increased number of natural
resources.
● Health and wellbeing - improved access to an increased number of natural resources.
● Flood risk mitigation - More green areas lead to increased habitat coarseness which
slows the flow of water, Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) schemes increase
habitat and hold water away from vulnerable areas.
● ‘Pocket Parks’ encouraging local people to take up management of small urban green
spaces to benefit both wildlife and those which live nearby. By adopting multiple
pocket parks it is possible to create a stepping stone network throughout the urban
environment.
● Urban cooling – suitable tree planting, increased green space and green
developments, green walls, green roofs etc.
● Cultural heritage - access to nature and traditional landscapes.
● Public engagement - opportunity to educate people on ecology and the natural world
and what people can do to provide space for wildlife in gardens, allotments, local
parks etc.
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7.8.7 Map of Urban Fabric Opportunity Area
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11.2020 v2

DRAFT TO BE COMPLETED

Project/Intiative

Outline

Lead Gi Function

As part of an SWT Green Recovery Challenge fund bid
community engagement to identify potential GI intiatves
and projects suggested by local community and residents.
Staffodshire wide intiative but will cover SMDC district.

All - biodiversity likely, health and
wellbeing through active travel route
improvements likely.

SMDC GI Delivery Plan - Project Schedule (draft for review)
Delivery Plan Content
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Ref

Location

GI
Corridor

I - 2020 - 1

SMDC District

ALL

Community engagement identify GI projects at
local/settlement level

I - 2020 - 2

SMDC development sites offsetting in PDNP

ALL

Peak Distict National Park
Biodiversity
PDNP might provide an inventory of sites available and
opportunity site for biodiversity suitable to offer for biodiversity offsetting and to help
offsetting
deliver biodiversity net gain as developments in SMDC come
forward. These opportunities could be captured in the
Delivery Plan.

I - 2020 - 3

Roaches Nature Park

Churnet
Valley
north

Restoration of 150 acres of
moorland, woodland annd
heathland followong 2018 fire

Ongoing programme of work to manage the Roaches back to Biodivesity
condition.

I-2020 -4

Town centres

Leek,
Cheadle,
Biddulph

Promotion of cycling in town
centres

SCC supports and promotes cycling within town centres.
Individual projects and schmes to be identified.

Active/sustainble travel

I-2020-5

Distict Wide - locations tBC

TBC

District wide - ELMS
(Environmental Land
Management Scheme)

Replacing countryside stewardship - will pay for
environmental services and benefits

Biodiversity/Environmental

I-2020-6

South West Peak with linking
corridors to District

TBC

SWPLP - Projects

A number of pojects are in development including
Biodiversity/Environmental
haymeadow restoration, white clawed crayfish translocaton,
protection ground nesting birds, water quality

I-2020-7

Peak District National Park

TBC

woodland Strategy

preperation of woodland strategy is underway to focus right Biodoiversity
tree -right place and elm resilience.

I-2020-8

District

P-2020 - 1

Biddulph Valley Way

Biddulph

P-2020 - 2

Brough Park, Leek

Leek Town Explore potential options for
community orchards

Green Recovery Challenge Fund Green Recovery Challenge fund likely to provide a range of
projects delvering GI function benefits should funding be
- Biodiversity & NBS
successul.

Biodiversity & NBS

Widening and resurafcing works Funding has been secured to complete the Biddulph Valley
between Bull Lane and Brown Way between Bull Lane and Brown Lees Road. This stretch
Lees
will be widened and resurfaced in 2021/22.

Active travel

working with potential partners such as Sport in the
Community and Canal and Rivers Trust to involve young
people in development of community orchards

Explore potential options for
community orchards

working with potential partners such as Sport in the
Community and Canal and Rivers Trust to involve young
people in devlopment of community orchards

District - Council Green Spaces All

Enhancment of council
maintained green spaces

Explore measures and use evidence mapping to devlop and
implement enhancment measures to council maintained
greenspaces across the district

P-2020 -5

District -

ALL

Statement of common ground
for plan-making

All
Explore opportunities with SMDC, High Peak, PDNPA for
statement of common ground which covers nature recovery,
green infrasructure, health and wellbeing.

P-2020-6

Leek

Leek

Leek as a sustainable gateway

SMDC/PDNPA to work towards proposals to make Leek
sustainble gateway to Peak Distrct.

P-2020 - 7

Cauldon Works

Churnet
Valley

Grassland enhancement

Grasslnad project in and around Cauldon Dales SSSI and Rue Biodiversity
Hill SSSI to improve condition and interconnectivity of
species rich grasslands within wider Lafarge landholding.

P-2020-8

Leekbrook

natural flood management
project

part of 6 year programme to fund schemes to reduce flood
risk through nature based solutions

ATT - 2020 - 1

District

TBC

Enhancement of SMDC
promoted walks network

Upgrading and improving the surface of the walks network Active Travel
paths and associated infrastructure to provide access for all.
Linking the walks network to existing green spaces and
country parks;Using interpretation and signage to ensure
green spaces and country parks can be used as “gateways”
into the SMDC walks network.Improving habitats where the
route of the walks pass through key green spaces and
country parks to improve engagement with nature.Creating
additional habitat to buffer country parks / SBI areas where
an SMDC walk passes along the edge, or in close proximity
to, existing sites of biodiversity value.

ATT - 2020 - 2

District

TBC

ATT - 2020 - 3

District

TBC

P-2020 - 3

Caldon Canal

P-2020-4

Churnet
Valley

Biodiversity - Health and well being

All

flood risk
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Mapping how people can get around the town centres and
Development of local cycling
Active Travel
to key facilities on foot/bike making use of existing routes
and walking infrastructure plan
and cycleways.Investigating doorstep walking and walking
for health opportunities.Development of proposed cycle
network maps for the towns and larger villages;
Audit of cycle parking availability across the three towns,
recommending optimum locations and the best type of cycle
parking to provide.Development of proposed walking
network maps for the towns and larger villages;A linked
programme of cycling and walking infrastructure
improvements.
Active Travel
Place making - working with
developers to implement 'Sport
England'Design guidance

Opportunities for natural flood Opportunities for natural flood water management that
water management that both both slow the flow of water and provide biodiversity
slow the flow of water and
enhancements.
provide biodiversity
enhancements.
Improving linkages to the town
centre to enhance opportunities
to capture leisure spending.

Flood risk/biodiversity

Biddulph
Valley
Way,

5. Creation of a Biddulph
Heritage Trail

Opportunities to repair or restore any heritage assets or GI
links to them

Hertitage

District wide

TBC/All

Blue infrastructure
enhancement

Active travel, Leisure
A project to improve signage and wayfinding for leisure
users of the canal network, encouraging walkers and cyclists
to stop off and visit the town centres.

Cecily Brook

Cecily

ATT - 2020 - 4

Biddulph Valley Way,

Biddulph
Valley
Way,

ATT - 2020 - 5

Biddulph Valley Way,

Biddulph
Valley
Way,

ATT - 2020 - 6

Biddulph Valley Way,

ATT - 2020 - 7

ATT - 2020 - 8

Page 53

Creation / Enhancement of
Greenways
ATT - 2020 - 9

Leek

Leek

Active travel, Leisure
Developing the Cecilly Brook route as a green walking/
cycling route providing links with the recreation ground and
a commuting route to the JCB works and out of town.

Improvements to Leek to Rushton Spencer greenway,
including better signage of where to join it.

Active travel, Leisure

Creation of a Greenway from Tean to Cheadle, along the
disused railway line and linking to schools.

Active travel, Leisure

Delivery of a pedestrian bridge at Brookhouses to facilitate
journeys between residential areas and a key employment
site.

Active travel, Leisure

Creation of a linear, multi user trail along the River Churnet
from Rudyard to Denstone.

Active travel, Leisure

Creation / Enhancement of
Greenways
ATT - 2020 - 10

Tean

Cheadle

Creation / Enhancement of
Greenways
ATT - 2020 - 11

Brookhouses

Cecily

Creation / Enhancement of
Greenways
ATT - 2020 - 12

Rudyard

Churnet

Creation / Enhancement of
Greenways
SMDC-SWT P1

District

TBC

Lease to Manage SMDC
Development of 10 year management plans will include a
greenspaces, LNRs, countyparks monitoring plan and initial condition assessment. The
by SWT
monitoring plan with identify key species / habitats for the
site and these key features will guide the management,
highlight any changes in management & when, and
community engagement work needed.

Biodiversity,
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SMDC-SWT P2

District

TBC

Pilot - Biodiversity
enhancement of SMDC
maintained parks and
greenspaces

Identification of up to 10 green spaces and parks to be
surveyed and reviewed. To include biodiversity
enhancement, engagement & consultation and review of
site management practices.

TC - 2020 - 1

Leek

Leek

Brough Park - biodiversity

1. Brough Park – discussions are ongoing between the
District and Town Councils in relation to parks management
and opportunities to enhance green areas maintained by the
Council to improve biodiversity.

TC - 2020 - 2

Leek

Leek

Leek Allotments

TC - 2020 - 3

Leek

Leek

Ball Haye Green Rec Ground biodiversity and active travel

2. Leek Allotment sites - Leek Town Council maintains
seven allotment sites, situated in: Cheadle Road, Beggars
Lane, Peggs Field, Badnall Street, Parrs Field and Crescents
One and Two. The sites make up nearly three hundred plots.
The Allotments Committee could consider any
3.
Ball Haye Green
recreation
ground
– opportunities
improvements
required
to support
access
on foot or to
improve
biodiversity
and
create
pedestrian
links?
creation of habitat links to surrounding green
areas.

TC - 2020 - 4

Leek

Leek

Mount - recreation route

4. A recreation route at the Mount, in line with Local Plan
policy, and providing links to the countryside and the town
centre.

TC - 2020 - 5

Leek

Leek

Town centre cycle parking

5. Secure cycle parking in the town centre, locations to be Active travel - health and wellbeing
identified through demand analysis.

TC - 2020 - 6

Biddulph

Biddulph

Active travel and leisue leisure

1. Enhancements to the Biddulph Valley Way. The route Leisure
has been particularly popular during the recent COVID-19
restrictions but poor linkages to the town centre means that
opportunities to capture leisure spending may be lost.
Facilities for cyclists to park their bikes safely in the town
may encourage more trips into Biddulph from the BVW.

TC - 2020 - 7

Biddulph

Biddulph
Valle

NFM enhancment to reduce
flooding on Biddulph Valley
Way

2. The Biddulph Valley Way is prone to flooding in parts,
Flood risk
for example in the Gillow Heath area. Maintenance of the
route may be reviewed to identify opportunities for natural
flood water management that both slow the flow of water
and provide biodiversity enhancements.

Biodiversity

Leisure
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TC - 2020 - 8

Biddulph

Biddulph

Development of heritage trail.

3. A heritage map of Biddulph has been commissioned. It Heritage
is intended to use the map as the basis for developing a
heritage trail. If the mapping included a condition survey of
heritage assets, the cost of any physical works that may be
required for repair or restoration (including to associated
footpaths / bridges) may be supported through a grant from
the Moorlands Partnership Board.

TC - 2020 - 9

Biddulph

Biddulph

Tourism and leisure links from
Grange and Town Centre.

4. The National Trust's Biddulph Grange Garden is a
Tourism and Leisure
popular visitor attraction. GI proposals that supported trips
from the Grange into the town centre could be very
beneficial.

TC - 2020 - 10

District

TBC

Leisure cyclong routes and cycle It was recognised that leisure cycling has increased following Active travel - health and wellbeing
parking
the pandemic. A project to develop safe cycle routes with a
network of secure parking facilities would offer many
benefits. The organisation SUSTRANS works with the County
Council and could be invited to undertake an audit of cycle
parking availability across the three towns. The project
could recommend both optimum locations and the best
type of cycle parking provision.

TBC

Improving active travel routes
from town centres and canal
towpaths

TC - 2020 - 11

TC - 2020 - 12

Distrct

TC - 2020 - 13

Leek

Connectivity between canal towpaths and the town centres Active travel - health and wellbeing
was also considered. It was agreed that a project to improve
signage and wayfinding for leisure users of the canal
network, encouraging walkers and cyclists to stop off and
visit the town centres would be useful

A number of opportunities to invest in the creation or
maintenance of long distance trails in the District

Churnet

Active travel - health and wellbeing

Leek to Rushton Spencer greenway is a 5 mile stretch of old Active travel - health and wellbeing
railway line between Leek and north of Rudyard Lake. It is
well used by dog walkers and cyclists, however its surface is
rough in places and there is poor signage, especially at the
start of the route, off Oakwood Road, Leek. It is not clear
how best to join the route from the adjacent housing estate.

TC - 2020 - 14

The Council has a long standing aspiration to create a
footpath from Cresswell to Cheadle along the disused
railway line that originally ran between Cheadle and Blythe
Bridge. The route would provide multiple benefits as a
gateway to Cheadle, as a safe route to schools and as an
important leisure asset for Cheadle and surrounding area.
The route starts at Pullman Court, Cheadle and skirts a site
allocated for residential development in the Local Plan.

Active travel - health and wellbeing
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TC - 2020 - 15

Churnet Valley

Churnet
Valley

Linear route from Rudyard to
Denstone

Partners working together through the Churnet Living
Landscape Partnership have promoted the concept of
support for tourism through development of a linear route
along the River Churnet from Rudyard to Denstone developed as a multi-user trail that is well connected to
other green infrastructure, particularly linking to the towns
to capture day spending by walkers and cyclists. Some of
the route is in existence, gaps need to be mapped. It is
possible that PDNPA may be able to advise re their key
infrastructure projects map.

Active travel - health and wellbeing

TC - 2020 - 16

Cheadle

Cecily

Footbridge

Cheadle Town Council are looking at the feasibility of
providing a footbridge across the A521 at Brookhouses to
facilitate journeys between residential areas and a key
employment site.

Active travel - health and wellbeing

SMDC - 2020 - 1

District

TBC

Leisure

Active travel - health and wellbeing
The Council is reviewing its sports and physical activity
strategy to consider a transition away from the promotion of
sports participation towards helping people to “move
more”. This could see help for priority communities who
move less, to access town centre facilities by moving more.
For example by safer walking and cycling routes to school.

SMDC - 2020 - 2

Leek

Leek

Leisure

A project proposal is to work with residents of the Haregate
area of Leek to develop “door step walks” to encourage
more people to take advantage of the recreation routes on
their doorstep.

SWT - 2020 - 1

Wall Grange - Ladderidge

SWT- 2020-2

Ladderedge Country Park
(Barnfields site)

River / wetland & grassland
restoration work at Wall Grange
(Severn Trent owned site just
downstream of Ladderedge)
River Restoration work

River / wetland & grassland restoration work at Wall Grange
(Severn Trent owned site just downstream of Ladderedge) TBC subject to site surveys etc
River Restoration work - TBC subject to site surveys etc

SWT - 2020-3

Morridge , Leek
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Moorland creation

Moorlabnnd creation - TBC subject to site surveys and
funding

SWT- 2020-4

Churney Valley

Churnet
Valley
Corridor

Restoration and creation of
broadleaf woodand

A project focusing on the thinning out conifer plantations on
ancient woodland sites in the Churnet and replacing with
broadleaf.

SWT - 2020-5

Cecilly Brook

9. Cecilly
Brook
Corridor

LNR. Brook needing
enhancement/ management

Create ponds and backwaters. Control scrub. Add willow tit
nest boxes

SWT- 2020-6

Cecilly Brook/ Thorley Drive
football pitches

9. Cecilly
Brook
Corridor

LNR/ parks land

Lay old hedgerows, provide new access to fields off
Millbrook Way to allow better access for cutting machinery

SWT - 2020-7

Cecilly Brook tributaries

9. Cecilly
Brook
Corridor

SMDC open space, some
provate land

Habitat enhancements for watervole, grassland
diversification

SWT- 2020-8

Cheadle Heaths

gain permission to survey, give landowner advice, potential
for habitat restoration through offsetting

SWT - 2020-9

Land off York Close

Biddulph
Town

SWT- 2020-10

Biddulph Geology trail

Biddulph
Town

Unsurveyed heathland,
woodland and acid grassland in
need of management advice.
Regular informal access by
residents. PLWS rough
grassland and scrub with wet
flush and orchids. Green belt.
Existing footpaths, geological
exposures many undesignated

SWT - 2020-11

Biddulph Brooks Slow the Flow Biddulph
Town

SWT-2010-12

Biddulph Greenways

SWT- 2020-13

Land off Cheddleton Park
Avenue

SWT - 2020-14

Wetley Moor to The Cloud Heathland corridor

SWT- 2020-15

Brown Edge allotments
meadow

Manage grassland and scrub, enhance brook, facilitate
public access, possible SuDs opportunities.

Waymarked and interpreted geology trail around outskirts
of Biddulph town

Investigate flooding issues and work with landowners to
manage land creaing more wetlands, ponds, wooded areas
to slow water flow into the town. Restore more natural
channels in urban green space areas, retrofit SuDs, improve
public access to water, names of brooks on bridges.
Improve existing greenways and Existing green lanes, tracks, footpaths, some with high
biodiversity value, linking important wildlife sites.
link to wildlife sites.
Unsurveyed, may not be appropriately managed.
6,7,8
Waymarkers etc. not always good.
3. Churnet LWS assessment, country park/ Acid grassland, heathland, unmanaged, undesignated
Valley
biodiversity offset site
North
Flash flooding issues in town,
due to constrained brooks and
intensive management of
upland catchments

Survey, designate, manage
5.
Moorlands existing heathlands, create
habitat links between them via
corridor
landowners, also road verges
and green ways.
5.
Meadow, orchard, hedgerow
Moorlands restoration
corridor

Various heathland sites, several LWS, most sites not
surveyed or designated, isolated on areas of rocky/ thin
soils. Geology interest

Rough grassland, some diversity

Strategy 2018
S- 2020 - 1

Rudyard to Denstone

Churnet
Valley
Corridor

Develop linear route along River Churnet Valley Living Landscape Partnership (CVLLP)
Active travel, biodiversity
ambition to support and develop a linear route along the
Churnet
River Churnet from Rudyard to Denstone as a multi-user trail
that is well connected to other green infrastructure.

Churnet
Valley
Corridor

S- 2020 - 2
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Where appropriate, investigate opportunities to restore
ancient and semi-natural woodland sites and wet woodland
and scrub.
Focus recreational activities in areas away from the
Churnet
European sites, attracting and holding people to areas
valley
outside the SPA in line with the findings of the HRA of the
Winkhill
Local Plan and to help protect the population density of
upland waders and other populations of key SPA species
such as golden plover.
Investigate opportunities to protect and enhance the "green
Leek town nvestigate opportunities to
protect and enhance the "green wedges" into the town of Ball Haye Green in the north and
wedges" into the town of Ball Ladydale in the south. Provide accessible green space in line
with recommendations made in the Council's Open Space
Haye Green in the north and
Study Standards Paper (October 2017).
Ladydale in the south
Investigate opportunities to create walking and cycling
Leek town Investigate opportunities to
create walking and cycling
routes between Leek town centre, Cornhill, and key green
space in the town including Ladderedge Country Park,
routes
Brough Park and Birchall Playing Fields.

S- 2020 - 4

Churnet valley Winkhill

S- 2020 - 6

Leek town

S- 2020 - 8

Leek town

S- 2020 - 9

Leek town

Leek town opportunities for the disused
railway footpath to Rudyard.

S- 2020 - 10

Leek town

Leek town Create a Leek Loop with
bodiversity enhancments

S- 2020 - 11

Leek town

Leek town Improve active travel routes to Investigate opportunities to extend the network of
footpaths and cycle routes to improve accessibility to areas
areas of employment
of employment including Cornhill.

S- 2020 - 12

Leek town

Leek town Improve active travel routes
from town to education

Consider opportunities for the disused railway footpath to
Rudyard. Extend the network of off-road paths around Leek
for walkers, cyclists and horse riders with links to Rudyard
and Tittesworth to the north and strengthened links to the
country parks – Ladderedge and Deep Hayes to the south as
well as to visitor attractions in the Churnet Valley.
Investigate opportunities for providing new and improving
existing footpaths providing access into the countryside
within new developments on the urban fringe. Investigate
opportunities for linking strategic corridors 1, 3a, and 3
creating a "Leek loop" wildlife corridor and walking route.

Investigate opportunities to improve and create pedestrian
and cycle links between the town centre and education sites
including Westwood College, Leek High School and Churnet
View Middle School.

S- 2020 - 13

Churnet Valley North

S- 2020 - 14

Churnet Valley North

S- 2020 - 16

Churnet Valley North

S- 2020 - 18

S- 2020 - 24
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S- 2020 - 27

S- 2020 - 29

S- 2020 - 34

S- 2020 - 43

S- 2020 - 48

Churnet
Valley
North

Churnet
Valley
North
Churnet
Valley
North

Investigate opportunities to link the schools and other areas
of the town to nearby wild spaces. Investigate opportunities
to protect, improve, buffer and connect existing sites of
ecological value, including Ladydale SBI, Ballington Wood
SBI, Ladderedge Country Park LNR and Brough Park Fields
LNR - including by working with partners to secure and
Link schools to wild places
maintain appropriate conservation management.
Investigate opportunities to protect, improve, buffer and
connect the complex of Local Wildlife Sites in the Abbey
Enhance wildlife areas in Abbey Green
Greenarea
area.

Investigate opportunities for the conservation or expansion
of the populations of key species including great crested
Projects to expand key species newt, otter, brown trout, polecat, grass snake, hedgehog
populations
and priority bird species such as barn owl and bullfinch.
Wherever possible ensure new developments contribute to
Churnet
Churnet Valley North
managing wider flood risk, for example through use of
Valley
sustainable drainage schemes and use of low-lying ground in
North
waterside areas for recreation, amenity and supporting
SUDS in new developments
wildlife.
Assist with the delivery of the Churnet Valley Living
Churnet Valley Thorncliff Spur Churnet
Landscape Partnership (CVLLP) ambition to support and
Valley
develop a linear route along the River Churnet from Rudyard
Thorncliff
to Denstone as a multi-user trail that is well connected to
Spur
other green infrastructure.
Investigate potential for new floodplain woodland to
Churnet Valley Thorncliff Spur Churnet
manage flood water and provide wildlife habitat including
Valley
for willow tit. Investigate opportunities for utilising natural
Thorncliff
ways to reduce flood risk, provide temporary storage and
Spur
improve water quality, while creating wetland habitats for
NFM and willow tit habitat provision
wildlife.
Churnet Valley Thorncliff Spur Churnet
Cooperate with Stoke-on-Trent City Council in relation to
Valley
Caldon Canal towpath improvements to help create an
Thorncliff
extended cycling and walking network in line with the City of
Spur
Stoke-on-Trent Green Space Strategy, March 2014
Investigate potential for new floodplain woodland to
Churney Valley North Rownall Churney
NFM
and
willow
tit
habitat
manage flood water and provide wildlife habitat including
Valley
provision
for willow tit.
North
Churnet Valley Central
Churnet
Rownall
Improve, manage and create woodland that supports
Valley
vulnerable bird species, in particular ancient and semiCentral
natural woodland that are of high landscape importance and
are also very important for their bird assemblages including
woodland enhancment for
pied flycatcher, redstart and wood warbler; and wet
species protection
woodland and scrub habitats for willow tit.
Investigate opportunities to enable safe walking and cycling
Biddulph
Biddulph Moor
routes to key destinations in the villages, including primary
Moor
active travel routes for schools schools.

S- 2020 - 52

Biddulph Moor

Biddulph
Moor

S- 2020 - 56

Biddulph Grange

Biddulph
Grange

S- 2020 - 57

Biddulph Grange

Biddulph
Grange

S- 2020 - 61

Biddulph Knypersley

Biddulph
Knypersley
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S- 2020 - 62

Biddulph Knypersley

S- 2020 - 66

Biddulph Knypersley

S- 2020 - 72

Biddulph Valley Way

S- 2020 - 73

Biddulph Valley Way

S- 2020 - 74

Biddulph Valley Way

S- 2020 - 75

Biddulph Valley Way

Protect and improve existing sites of ecological value including by working with partners to secure and maintain
appropriate conservation management. Reduce habitat
fragmentation and increase connectivity by linking, buffering
and expanding existing sites of importance, in particular the
chain of heathland habitats stretching from Brown Edge to
heathland habitat enhancement Wetley Moor.
Investigate opportunities to enable safe walking and cycling
routes to key destinations in the villages, including primary
acive travel routes for schools schools.
Investigate opportunities for new developments to
contribute to managing wider flood risk, for example
through use of sustainable drainage schemes and use of lowlying ground in waterside areas for recreation, amenity and
SUDS new developements
supporting wildlife.

Investigate opportunities for providing new and improving
existing footpaths providing access into the countryside and
to provide or improve links to and from surrounding
settlements creating a sustainable transport network.
Investigate opportunities to enable safe walking and cycling
Biddulph
routes to key destinations in the villages, including primary
Knypersley
acive travel routes for schools schools.
Investigate opportunities for utilising natural ways to reduce
Biddulph
flood risk, provide temporary storage and improve water
Knypersley
NFM and habitat enhancement quality, while creating wetland habitats for wildlife.
Improve links to Biddulph Grange Country Park and
Biddulph
Greenway Bank Country Park from the corridor and the
Valley Way
town centre. Investigate scope for establishing network
connections between strategic corridors 5a, 5, 5b, 6 and 7
creating a Biddulph circular for walking routes and as a
active travel and wildlife corridorswildlife corridor.
Biddulph
Investigate opportunities to protect and improve existing
Valley Way
sites of ecological value, including the Biddulph Valley Way
LNR - including by working with partners to secure and
maintain appropriate conservation management.
Investigate opportunities to reduce habitat fragmentation
Biddulph
and increase connectivity by linking, buffering and
Valley Way
expanding existing sites of importance, helping to create and
improve wildlife corridors extending into the surrounding
wildlife corridor enhancement countryside.
Investigate opportunities to support woodland planting to
Biddulph
buffer and link existing woodlands and other semi natural
Valley Way
open habitats within priority woodland habitat networks to
wildlife corridor enhancement promote biodiversity.

S- 2020 - 76

S- 2020 - 79

S- 2020 - 80

S- 2020 - 81

Biddulph Valley Way

Gritstone - Staffordshire Way

Gritstone - Staffordshire Way

Gritstone - Staffordshire Way

Bidduluph Town

S- 2020 - 91

Bidduluph Town

S- 2020 - 92

Bidduluph Town

S- 2020 - 95

Bidduluph Town
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S- 2020 - 89

Biddulph
Valley Way
NFM

Investigate opportunities for utilising natural ways to reduce
flood risk, provide temporary storage and improve water
quality, while creating wetland habitats for wildlife.

Active travel

Investigate scope for improving and maintaining the
Staffordshire Way and for increasing the connections to the
Biddulph Valley Way and to Biddulph town centre.

Gritstone Staffordshi
re Way
Gritstone Staffordshi
re Way

Gritstone Staffordshi
re Way

Investigate scope for establishing network connections
between strategic corridors 5a, 5, 5b, 6 and 7 creating a
Biddulph circular for wildlife corridors and walking routes.
Investigate opportunities to reduce habitat fragmentation
and increase connectivity by linking, buffering and
expanding existing sites of importance, helping to create and
improve wildlife corridors extending into the surrounding
active travel and wildlife corridorscountryside.

Investigate opportunities to support woodland planting to
buffer and link existing woodlands and other semi natural
woodland enhancment for speciesopen
protection
habitats to promote biodiversity
Improve
links to Biddulph Grange Country Park and
Bidduluph
Greenway Bank Country Park from the corridor and the
Town
town centre. Investigate scope for establishing network
connections between strategic corridors 5a, 5, 5b, 6 and 7
creating a Biddulph circular for wildlife corridors and walking
routes.
Bidduluph
Investigate potential for improving connectivity to centres of
Town
employment such as Victoria Business Park, Land off Tunstall
Road and Wharf Road Strategic Development Area). Protect,
improve, buffer and link existing sites of ecological value including by working with partners to secure and maintain
appropriate conservation management.
Investigate opportunities for the conservation or expansion
Bidduluph
of the populations of key species including bats and
Town
hedgehog and priority bird species such as barn owl,
kingfisher, dipper, lapwing, wood warbler and pied
flycatcher.
Seek opportunities for new development to achieve
Bidduluph
reductions to wider flood risk issues where possible, e.g.
Town
larger developments may be able to make provisions for
flow balancing within new attenuation SuDS features with
biodiversity built into their design as part of a land
Suds new developments
management scheme.

S- 2020 - 97

Bidduluph Town

Bidduluph
Town

S- 2020 - 98

Bidduluph Town

Bidduluph
Town

S- 2020 - 99

Bidduluph Town

Bidduluph
Town
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S- 2020 - 101

Cecilly Brook

Cecilly
Brook

S- 2020 - 103

Cecilly Brook

Cecilly
Brook

S- 2020 - 105

Cecilly Brook

Cecilly
Brook

S- 2020 - 108

Cecilly Brook to Churnet Valley Cecilly
Brook to
Churnet
Valley

Investigate opportunities for utilising natural ways to reduce
flood risk, provide temporary storage and improve water
quality, while creating wetland habitats for wildlife. Support
woodland planting along river corridors where appropriate
to assist in flood management and to support movement of
species such as willow tit. Investigate opportunities for
habitat creation and restoration within new developments
including looking at establishing or improving wildlife
corridors extending into the countryside. Support woodland
planting designed to increase infiltration of heavy rain into
the ground, reduce erosion, or slow the flow of floodwaters
on floodplains.
Creating opportunities for the restoration of degraded
landscapes and the enhancement of the urban fringe
/settlement edge.
Conserve and enhance the setting of heritage assets by
supporting access to and enjoyment of historic landscapes
and heritage assets for recreation, education, and lifelong
learning and strengthen or restore historic links between
heritage assets using green infrastructure.
Protect, conserve and enhance the natural environment of
Cecilly Brook and Hales Hall Pool local nature reserves in
Cheadle, including to help strengthen the population of
water voles. Investigate opportunities to protect and
improve existing sites of ecological value, including the
Cecilly Brook and Hales Hall Pool local nature reserves including by working with partners to secure and maintain
appropriate conservation management.
Investigate opportunities to support woodland planting
along the river corridor where appropriate to assist in flood
management and to support movement of species such as
willow tit.
Investigate opportunities to improve the network of
footpath and cycle route connections between Cheadle
town and the Nature Reserves at Cecilly Brook and Hales
Hall Pool.
Investigate opportunities to improve pedestrian and cycle
links to Hawksmoor Wood and into the Churnet Valley from
the corridor and Cheadle town centre. Investigate
opportunities to reduce habitat fragmentation and increase
connectivity by linking, buffering and expanding existing
sites of ecological value, helping to create and improve a
wildlife corridor extending into the Churnet Valley.

S- 2020 - 112

Cecilly Brook - River Tean

Cecilly
Brook River Tean

S- 2020 - 113

Cecilly Brook - River Tean

Cecilly
Brook River Tean

S- 2020 - 114

Cecilly Brook - River Tean

Cecilly
Brook River Tean

S- 2020 - 115

S- 2020 - 119

Cecilly Brook - River Tean

Cecilly Brook - Huntley Wood
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S- 2020 - 120

Cecilly Brook - Huntley Wood

S- 2020 - 124

Cheadle Town

S- 2020 - 125

Cheadle Town

Cecilly
Brook River Tean
Cecilly
Brook Huntley
Wood
Cecilly
Brook Cheadle
Huntley
Town
Wood

Cheadle
Town

S- 2020 - 128

Cheadle Town

Cheadle
Town

S- 2020 - 129

Cheadle Town

Cheadle
Town

S- 2020 - 134

Blythe Bridge

Blythe
Bridge

Investigate opportunities to reduce habitat fragmentation
and increase connectivity by linking, buffering and
expanding existing sites of ecological value, helping to create
and improve wildlife corridors extending into the
surrounding countryside.
Promote the establishment of a wider vegetation corridor
along the watercourse. Investigate potential for new
floodplain woodland to manage flood water and provide
wildlife habitat including for willow tit.
Investigate opportunities for utilising natural ways to reduce
flood risk, provide temporary storage and improve water
quality, while creating wetland habitats for wildlife.
Investigate opportunities to improve pedestrian and cycle
links along the River Tean and connecting Cheadle town with
surrounding villages to the west.
Support woodland planting to buffer and link existing
woodlands and other semi-natural open habitats to promote
biodiversity.
Investigate opportunities to improve pedestrian and cycle
links to Huntley Wood from Cheadle town centre.
Seek opportunities to create and improve a network of
walking and cycling routes linking Cheadle town centre and
green space within and around the town, including Cheadle
Park; Cecilly Brook and Hales Hall Pool Local Nature Reserves
and Huntley Wood. Extend the network of off-road paths
around Cheadle for walkers, cyclists and horse riders with
links to the surrounding countryside and visitor attractions
in the Churnet Valley.
Investigate potential for improving connectivity to centres of
employment such as JCB, Brookhouses and land off New
Haden Road. Protect, improve, buffer and link existing sites
of ecological value - including by working with partners to
secure and maintain appropriate conservation management.
Investigate opportunities for the conservation or expansion
of the populations of key species including water voles,
bullhead, brown trout, bats, hedgehog and priority bird
species.
Wherever possible ensure new developments contribute to
managing wider flood risk, for example through use of
sustainable drainage schemes and use of low-lying ground in
waterside areas for recreation, amenity and supporting
wildlife.
Contribute to the strategic Green Infrastructure supporting
the emerging Northern Gateway initiative.

S- 2020 - 135

Blythe Bridge

Blythe
Bridge

S- 2020 - 138

Blythe Bridge

Blythe
Bridge

Extend the network of off-road paths around the proposed
allocation of a Strategic Site at Blythe Vale for walkers,
cyclists and horse riders with links to the surrounding
settlements and countryside. Investigate opportunities for
delivering connectivity to new centres of employment
brought forward at the site via a network of footpaths and
cycle ways.
Investigate opportunities for the conservation or expansion
of the populations of key species including otter, great
crested newts, bats and priority bird species. Consider
opportunities to contribute to any existing Staffordshire
Wildlife Trust or other appropriate projects taking place in
the area.
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PLETED
Internal Notes - project tracking

Comments

Status

Lead Partner

Contribution to CC action plan as tree planting, Funding dependant - current SWT
habitat creation involving wetland and soil
bid submitted
protection likely. If funding secured suite of
projects likely to come forward which will
contribute to the delivery plan.
To be developed
Contribution to CC action plan - habitat
creation, soil protection, species mitigation. A
number of projects are likely to be brought
forward that will contribute to the delivery
plan.
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Ongoing poject
Contribution to CC action plan - habitat
creation, soil protection, species mitigation. A
number of projects are likely to be brought
forward as part of ongoing management annd
restoration that will contribute to the delivery
plan.
will contribute to cc action plan, encourgae
active travel, contribute to reducing air
pollution

Contribution to GI principles
P1
P2
P3
P4 climate Ecological/la
protect develop biodiversity
change
ndscape

•

•

•

•

•

ecosystems
Flood Risk
svcs

I

I

I

I

I

I

Health

I

SMDC/PDNPA

•

•

•

•

SWT

•
SMDC/SCC

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

SWT

To be developed

To be developed
PDNPA

will contribute to CC action plan

Active
Travel

To be developed

Will contribute to CC action plan, benefits to
To be developed
biodiversiy, landscape, soils, reducing flood risk
and improving water quality

will contribute to CC action plan

GI Function

To be developed
SWT/EA

Consider biodoversity options in line with
mapping as far as possible.
Review of Brough park to be considered as part To be developed
of SMDC-SWT-P2

•
SMDC

I

I

economic

To be devloped

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

SMDC
meeting scheduled 11.11.20 SWT and Mark
Forrester - Parks and Green Spaces - SMDCSWT-P2

Discussions in progress individual programme or
projects to be developed.

SMDC

To be developed
SMDC/PDNPA
To be developed

•

SMDC/PDNPA
will contribute o CC action plan.

Ongoing project
SWT
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will contribute to CC through ceation of
wetland habitats and protection against soil
erosion
or example, the routes of the Leek to Peak and
Leek landscapes SMDC walks can be linked into
sites including Brough Park, Brough Park Fields,
and open space at Haregate and Tittesworth
reservoir. Also, in Biddulph, the Western Edges
walk can be linked to Biddulph Grange Country
Park, the Biddulph Valley Way, Halls Road
playing fields, and Knypersley Country Park. The
walk also passes through Sites of Biological
Importance that could be a focus for habitat
improvements, such as the privately owned
Trough Stones, or land adjacent to the Biddulph
Valley Way.

ongoing project programme of project still
under development
To be developed

EA

•

SMDC
To be developed

SMDC
To be developed

•

To be developed

I

I

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

I
To be developed

I
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To be developed

I
To be developed

I
To be developed

I
To be developed

I

Subject to lease agreement and site transfer
completion.

In progress

Intial meeting held with SMDC and SWT Nov
2020

In progress

SMDC with SWT
To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed
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To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

SCC
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To be developed

SCC
To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

SMDC
To be developed

SMDC
To be developed
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Cheadle TC
To be developed

SMDC
To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed
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To be developed

To be developed
To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be developed

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

I

To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

•
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To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

I

I

To be reviewed

•

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

•

To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

I

I

•
To be reviewed

I

To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

I

To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

I

To be reviewed

•

•

I

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

To be reviewed

•

•

•

I

•

I

•

I

I

I

I

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed
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•
Captured by project on schedule
To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

To be reviewed

•

I

I

I

I

To be reviewed

•

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed

To be reviewed
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To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

ongoing project
To be reviewed

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

To be reviewed
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To be reviewed

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed

•

To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

•
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To be reviewed

•

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

•
To be reviewed

•
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•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed

•

•

To be reviewed

•

•

•
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OTHER
CC Action

I

I
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I
I

I

Air
quality

I

I
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