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CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING GROUP AGENDA
Date:

Thursday, 5 August 2021

Time:

6.30 pm

Venue:

Virtual meeting
28 July 2021

PART 1
1.

Apologies for absence

2.

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 3 June 2021 (Pages 3 - 6)

3.

Declarations of interest

4.

Overview of future Government direction regarding waste management and service
provision - Nicola Kemp, Alliance Service Commissioning Manager

5.

The role of Planning in addressing Climate Change - Ben Haywood, Alliance Head
of Development

6.

Update on the development of Part 2 of the Climate Change Plan

7.

MCA Update

MARK TRILLO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND MONITORING OFFICER
Membership of Climate Change Working Group
Councillor J Aberley (Chair)
Councillor N Yates (Vice-Chair)
Councillor J Davies
Councillor I Herdman
Councillor B A Hughes
Councillor J T Jones
Councillor L A Malyon
Councillor I Plant
Councillor D Price
Councillor D Shaw
Councillor P Taylor
Councillor R Ward
Mr M Jones
Mr N Williams
Mr G Worth
M Johnson

Agenda Item 2
STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING GROUP MEETING
Minutes
THURSDAY, 3 JUNE 2021
PRESENT:

Councillor J Aberley (Chair)
Councillors E Fallows, K Flunder, A Hart, I Herdman, T Holmes,
K Hoptroff, D Price, P Roberts, D Shaw, P Taylor, R Ward, and
N Yates
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ALSO PRESENT:

Mr M Johnson, Mr M Jones & Mr N Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

M Forrester
P Trafford
J Lowe
M Horne

Head of Democratic & Community Services
Member & Community Services Officer
NFU
STWA

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillor J Davies.
The meeting started at 6.40pm, immediately following the Industry & Agriculture Sub
Group.
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MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 18 MARCH 2021
DECIDED – That the minutes of the meeting of the Climate Change Working Group
held on 18 March 2021 be APPROVED as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
(Proposed by Councillor Yates and seconded by Councillor Herdman.)
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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Mr Mike Jones sought clarification on which organisation he was appointed as
representative to the working group. His understanding was that he represented the
Green Party but this had apparently been refuted. The Chair agreed to review the
minutes and speak to Mr Jones after the meeting.
Later in the meeting, during the Moorlands Climate Action update, Cllr. Flunder
declared an “other” interest in that he was a member of the Staffs County Council
Climate Change all-party Working Group.
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ROAD MAP UPDATE - PART 1 / PART 2 PLANS - PRESENTATION &
DISCUSSION
Mark Forrester (MF) addressed members using a short presentation.
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Climate Change Working Group (SMDC)- 3 June 2021
The projected timetable following the progress check at this meeting was: Climate Change Plan (Part 1) – agreed & published end of June 2021;
 Climate Change Plan (Part 2) – initial draft end of July 2021;
 Community Engagement – August / September 2021;
 Climate Change Plan (Part 2) – agreed 13 October 2021;
 Climate Change Plan (updated part 1 & part 2) – published end of October
2021;
 Climate Change Charter – published 1 November 2021.
There was a logical process to follow and “ANTHESIS” had been appointed to
undertake an analysis of the greenhouse gas emissions in the district and
suggesting the trajectory to carbon neutrality in respect of:- Data, Policies, Agencies,
Resources, Actions and Organisation.
The Community Engagement / Consultation process needed to: Be clear about the purpose from our perspective;
 Be clear about the purpose for those we engaged with;
 Design the process;
 Gain suggestions.
There was a need to focus on gaining active support and participation and to see
how far we’d got to by the end of July 2021 via the use of an attitude survey.
Part 1 of the plan was to go before the Communities Overview & Scrutiny Panel on
21 June 2021, then to Cabinet on 29 June and Full Council on 30 June. Part 2 would
follow a similar pattern later in the year. Ideas so far suggested by the Sub Groups
had been taken into consideration for incorporation in the plan making it dynamic.
There were some difficulties with ideas that were the realm of other organisations
and therefore not in our control. MF was looking to catch up with the Sub Groups in
the near future.
Working Group members felt that the plan needed the ‘buy-in’ of everyone in the
Moorlands via community groups and consultation could not be done too early. MF
confirmed that decisions on how the consultation would be carried out were not yet
finalised. The purpose had to be clear and this was not yet pinned down.
The data from “ANTHESIS” should be available by mid-July and a workshop was
proposed for its presentation. External help was required with the consultation and
an organisation was under consideration. ‘Road Shows’ with a physical presence
were being looked at.
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UPDATE FROM SUB-GROUPS - PROGRESS SO FAR
ENERGY
Cllr. Herdman said proposals had been put forward but were likely to dry up shortly.
Guidance was needed to proceed further.
HOUSING
Cllr. Price recapped that existing housing stock was most important as it was most
numerous and difficult to influence. The grant scheme had now been axed. Local
difficulties such as adverse weather, lack of insulation and fuel poverty also created
barriers.
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Climate Change Working Group (SMDC)- 3 June 2021
New housing stock was seen as easier to influence through a Supplementary
Planning Document (SPD), as evidenced in other local authorities such as Guildford.
However, approaches to the Portfolio Holders had not been responded to.
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Cllr. Taylor voiced frustration at the lack of progress. There were several ideas to put
forward including an SPD on tree planting in new developments, also tree planting
on council-owned land, county farms (SCC project) and in country parks via the
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust.
TRAVEL & TRANSPORT
Cllr. Flunder’s Sub Group had half categorised 5 ideas though without any hard data.
These had been prioritised for inclusion in the consultation exercise.
INDUSTRY & AGRICULTURE
Cllr. Holmes noted that a number of representatives had attended Sub Group
meetings and subsequently intermingled with others, resulting in combining ideas
with obvious knock-on benefits.
MF confirmed that he would be meeting with each Sub Group chair to discuss these
matters further.
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MOORLANDS CLIMATE ACTION UPDATE
Mark Johnson highlighted recent MCA activities, identifying a need to re-engage with
SCC through their new Head of Climate at Councillor level.
More locally, MCA had presented to the Parish Assembly which led to invitations to
present at Biddulph Town Council, Kingsley Parish Council and others. Cheadle
Town Council had also set up a Climate Working Group and with MCA help there
was to be co-operation between the 3 towns on climate action endeavours.
A meeting was held with the senior board member responsible for climate change at
the Peak District National Park, which encouraged MCA to meet with other likeminded groups. A network of such groups was being set up.
There was a clear need to engage with people on the streets and an open invitation
was issued to attend the ‘Green Festival’ at the Foxlowe, Leek on 26 June.
Mike Jones (MJ) referred to the minutes of the Working Group of January 2020
where agreement was reached for SMDC to support the ‘Refill Staffordshire
Moorlands Scheme’. Covid had since delayed the scheme but plans were now in
place to re-launch it, though no support had been received. A definitive answer was
needed.
MF agreed to respond to MJ within 24 hours with a response.

The meeting closed at 7.55 pm
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