
Co-op Food Waitrose Lidl Tesco Ocado Morrisons Aldi Sainsburys Asda Iceland

Types of bag available

Compostable Bags – available 
where local councils offer 

food waste collection.
 Also available are, single use 

carriers bags where 
compostable bags are not 

available, fold-away bags, re-
usable shopper, bags for life.                                    

Plastic or material bags for life 
available.  Waitrose have 

stopped the use of 5p single 
use bags.

Only plastic bags for life 
available. Lidl have stopped 

selling single use bags.

Plastic or material bags for life 
available. Teso have stopped 

selling single use bags. 

Customers can either choose 
to have groceries in a single 

use plastic bag (see below for 
further details) or have their 

deliveries without bags.

Now using paper bags 
(example received) which cost 
20p a bag. These are capable 
of taking up to 16kg. Plastic 

bags for life are also avaliable 
to purchase

Up until the recent trial, seen 
below, only reusable plastic 

bags at 9p were available, and 
various freezer and heavy duty 

bags from 20p upwards.

Single use 5p bags have now 
been stopped, reusable bags 
for life made of 100 percent 

recyclable content are sold for 
5p or 10p depending on the 

size.

 Single use plastic bags have 
been removed from stores, 

with 10p Bags for Life 
available, or higher priced 

freezer and heavy duty bags.

Currently trialling 15p paper bags 
(similar to Morrisons) in 25 stores 

along with plastic bags for life (also 
15p). Iceland have stated these should 

hold up to 16kg . Lighter weight 10p 
paper bags are also being trialled, with 
cotton and jute bags still available to 

purchase from £1 plus.

Differences Instore vs 
Online

N/A

You can have your order 
delivered in crates or in carrier 

bags. If in crates, the driver 
will take them away once 
unpacked. If you choose 
carrier bags, Waitrose & 

Partners will charge a flat rate 
of 40p per delivery.

N/A

Tesco have stopped using plastic 
bags in their home delivery service, 
although small plastic bags will be 
used to separate raw fish/ meat 
and cleaning products but these 

can be handed back to the delivery 
driver for recycling

N/A

A charge of 5p applies to single use 
bags for online deliveries. This 

money is donated to good causes. 
These can be collected at time of 

delivery for recycling back into new 
bags, with money spent returned. 

They do not currently offer a 
bagless delivery service online.

N/A

 Customers can opt for a 
bagless delivery if online 

shopping, or return the bags 
after unloading their 

shopping. They do not 
however, get a refund for the 

bags they have used.

 From 31st July, Asda have removed 
the option to have a bagged home 
delivery. To help shoppers with the 

change, Asda delivery drivers will offer 
to unload home delivery customers’ 
shopping for them in a place that is 

convenient.

They do not currently offer a 
bagless delivery. Bags are 

chargeable and they do not 
offer refunds but they do 

encourage people to re-use. 

Initiatives now in place

  Money made on the sale of carrier 
bags is donated to local causes across 
the UK through the local community 

fund 
 At least 80% of each of the bags for 
life is now made with this recycled 

plastic.

All 5p bags removed from store in 
March 2019. Loose fruit and vegetable 

bags replaced with a compostable 
alternative , have also introduced a 

reusable bag that customers can buy.
No longer sell packs of plastic straws. 
Switched the plastic stem on cotton 

buds to paper.                                     
Encourage customers to bring their 
own containers to the meat and fish 

counter to save plastic bags.                                            
Currently trialling a  more 

comprehensive loose fruit and veg 
range

Single use plastics removed 
from store in 2017

Introduced a reusable fruit 
and veg bag. Two bags for 

69p.                               
Replacing the plastic stem in 

cotton buds to biodegradable 
stems

Only selling packs of paper 
straws

   Tesco has stopped the use of 
plastic glitter in its products 

and will be switching to a 
biodegradable form of glitter.

Has a ‘less plastic’ section on the 
website. Carrier bag recycling scheme. 

Ocado offer 5p fro every bag that is 
returned including carrier bags from 
other retailers. Funds from carrier 

bags goes into the funding for the by 
back scheme. The remainder of the 

funds are used to support waste, litter 
and recycling charities.  Ocado bags 

are grey in colour as the muted colour 
means they don't have to bleach the 

raw plastic. 

In store single use 5p bags have now 
been stopped nationwide                       

Loose fruit and vegetables are now 
sold in paper rather than plastic bags. 

Have started removing plastic 
packaging from items such as 

cucumbers during growing season its 
20p plastic bags are made "using 

plastic waste collected from the back 
of our stores and depots"

 Beginning to trial paper and 
biodegradable bags from July 2019. Its 
new compostable bags are made of a 

bio-degradable material & designed to 
be 100% domestically compostable 

within 1 year. The paper bags are set 
to cost 19p. The biodegradable bags 

will cost 6p                     Single use 
plastic bags are no longer in use. 

Customers get 25p off hot drinks if 
they bring in a re-usable cup                

. By September, paper bags will be 
available to customers for loose 
bakery items. Customers buying 

loose fruit and vegetables will 
either be able to bring their own 

bags or buy a re-usable bag made 
from 100 percent recycled 

materials as the cost of 30p.

Customers get 25p off drinks 
when they bring their own re-

usable cup. Customers 
welcome to fill up there re-

usable water bottles for free. 

 All single use plastic bags 
were removed from stores in 

2018.

Future Plans

The Co-op’s pledge on plastic 
will see all its own-brand 

packaging become easy to 
recycle by 2023. It has 

promised to use a minimum of 
50% recycled plastic in bottles, 

pots, trays and punnets by 
2021.

All own-brand black and dark 
plastic packaging, including 

black ready meal trays, will be 
eliminated by 2020.

Waitrose have said “Our 
ultimate aim is to eliminate 

unnecessary plastic and make 
all our own-brand packaging 

reusable or out of widely 
recyclable or home-

compostable material by 
2023.”

 By 2022 the amount of own 
brand plastic will be reduced 
by 20%   • 100% of our own 

brand packaging will be widely 
recyclable by 2025

Increase the recycled content 
of our own brand packaging to 

50% by 2025

Tesco plan for their packaging 
to be fully recyclable by 2025, 
and to end the use of hard to 

recycle materials from UK 
packaging by the end of 2019. 
All paper and board used will 
be 100 percent sustainable by 

2025.

Along with expanding their 
low plastic range to choose 

from, they will continue their 
recycling of bags. No pledge 

has been made by Ocado 
officially as yet.

By 2025 all own brand 
packaging will be reusable, 
recyclable or compostable. 

 They aim to remove difficult 
to recycle packaging including 

expanded polystyrene, PVC 
and non-detectable black 
plastic from its core food 
range by the end of 2020.

 Aldi has pledged to cut down 
on its plastic packaging by 25% 

by the end of 2023

 By 2025, Sainsburys plan to remove 
the following from stores;  plastic trays 

for asparagus and sweetcorn, plastic 
lids from cream pots,

plastic trays for tomatoes,
plastic trays for carrots, plastic sleeves 

from herb pot.
 The company has also committed to 

replace:
black plastic trays with recyclable 

alternatives  plastic film on fruit and 
vegetables with a recyclable 

alternative, PVC and polystyrene trays 
with recyclable alternatives plastic 

trays for eggs with a fibre alternative, 
plastic cutlery for takeaway food with 

wooden alternatives (38 tonnes)

All own brand packaging will 
be recyclable by 2025. 

Iceland claimed to be the first 
retailer in the world to commit 

to removing all plastic from 
own label packaging by the 

end of 2023.

Supermarket Plastics and Packaging Policies
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