High Peak Borough Council

CORPORATE SELECT COMMITTEE
Meeting:

Monday, 13 July 2020 at 6.30 pm (Virtual Meeting)

Present:

Councillor T Ashton (Chair)
Councillors J Collins, O Cross (arrived at 6.48 p.m.), S Flower, L Grooby,
D Lomax, R McKeown, G Oakley, E Siddall and E Thrane
Councillors Barrow, A McKeown and Todd were also in attendance.

20/55

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
(Agenda Item 4)
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 10 February 2020 be approved as
a correct record.

20/56

FOURTH QUARTER FINANCIAL PROCUREMENT AND PERFORMANCE
REVIEW
(Agenda Item 6)
The Committee considered the council’s overall performance and financial
position for the period ended 31st March (“Fourth Quarter”).
The effect of Covid 19 on the surplus reported was queried, to which the
Executive Councillor advised that £200,000 was being moved from reserves
to mitigate the potential costs and a recovery plan was being developed.
A written response would be circulated in respect of a query regarding
whether the works to Whaley Bridge War Memorial would be completed in
time for November.
It was commented that there was a need to monitor the S106 processes to
ensure value for money and that no monies were being lost.
Regarding the underspend on disabled adaptations, it was queried whether
the funding could be used to mend and maintain equipment that has already
been installed.
The view was expressed that some of the information around AES in the
report was overcomplicated which would be reviewed going forward.
RESOLVED:
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20/57

1.

That the Fourth Quarter 2019/20 financial, procurement and
performance position detailed in Appendices A, B and C and
summarised at paragraph 3.3 of the covering report, be noted;

2,

That the Executive be recommended to approve the allocation in the
surplus on the General Fund Revenue Account to reserves as
explained in Appendix A (paragraph 2.10)

3.

That the Executive be recommended to approve the proposal to carry
forward unspent revenue budget as described in Appendix A
(paragraph 2.13)

4.

That the Executive be recommended to approve the proposals to
carry forward unspent capital budget as set out in Appendix A
(paragraph 6.5 and 7.4)

COVID-19 PANDEMIC - RECOVERY - REINSTATING
FINANCIAL RECOVERY AND POSITIVE LEGACY
(Agenda Item 5)

SERVICES,

The Committee considered a report which identified the impact of COVID-19
on service delivery and set out the plans that are being put in place for
recovery.
Members conveyed their thanks to staff for their contribution during this
period.
The view was expressed that there was a need for members to be able to
take an holistic response to meeting the challenges arising from COVID-19,
and it was suggested that a joint working group be established to enable
committees to work together on this issue. The Leader commented that this
would be considered in due course. Preparations in anticipation of a second
wave were also queried.
The possibility of road closures in town centres to help traders was raised,
and members were advised that discussions were on-going.
Issues around the public toilets in Hope Valley were raised, to which the
Leader advised that discussions were on-going with DCC to ensure that the
facilities were safe to use and clean. It was noted that the provision to
toilets was an optional service and although important, costs still need to be
considered.
RESOLVED:
1.

That the details of the Council’s recovery of the COVID-19 pandemic
as outlined in the report be noted; and

2.

That the proposed recovery plans outlined in the report be noted.
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20/58

FINANCIAL PLANNING PROCESS
(Agenda Item 7)
The Committee considered a report which presented the proposed financial
planning process in order the review the longer term impact the Coronavirus
pandemic has had on the financial position of the authority.
In response to concerns expressed regarding the use of reserves, members
were assured that the position would be monitored and that regular
meetings were being held with other Derbyshire authorities.
RESOLVED:

20/59

1.

That the committee with to express their thanks to all staff involved in
the response to COVID-19;

2.

That the proposed process be noted.

SELECT COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME
(Agenda Item 8)
The Select Committee Work Programmes were to be developed following
any comments from members.
It was requested that a further report around financial planning be submitted
to Corporate Select.
It was requested that the calendar of meetings be circulated as soon as
possible.
RESOLVED:
That the updated be noted.

20/60

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
(Agenda Item 10)
RESOLVED:
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the
consideration of the following item of business as there may be disclosure of
exempt information as set out in Part I of Schedule 12A of the Local
Government Act 1972.

20/61

EXEMPT MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
(Agenda Item 11)
RESOLVED:
That the exempt minutes of the meeting held on 10 February 2020 be
approved as a correct record.
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The meeting concluded at

CHAIRMAN
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