STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL
Questions to Portfolio Holders
Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Monday 1 February 2021
1. Question received from Councillor Yates:
“Having considered The Climate Change Action Plan current version at the recent
working group session and in anticipation of the full debate at the next Scrutiny on
the final version of The Climate Change Action Plan, could The Portfolio Holder
comment now on whether the final version will include additional information to
ensure the timely, costed, and resourced delivery of the action plan, to ensure our
target of achieving a Carbon Neutral district by 2030 will be achieved?”
Response from Councillor Porter – Portfolio Holder for Climate Change &
Biodiversity:
The version of the Climate Change Action Plan presented to the working group in
January represented work in progress. As explained at the working group the action
plan will be in two parts. Part one is focused on the Council’s own CO2 emissions,
part two is focused on the wider CO2 emissions of Staffordshire Moorlands. The
intention is to have part one ready in detail for discussion at Scrutiny prior to its
adoption and implementation from April 2021. Currently further work is being
undertaken on part one to verify the baseline data in the plan, to identify budget and
resource implications and to add more target date detail where I can. It should be
noted however that the plan is dynamic with further actions, costing and target
setting to be included as options are investigated.
The intention with part two of the plan is to continue its development through the
working group. The aim is to have this element of the work progressed sufficiently by
the summer to undertake community engagement, to then finalise that part of the
plan and produce a more publicly accessible version of the whole document (part
one and two) which I’ve described as the Carbon Neutrality Charter in time for the
United Nations Climate Change Conference COP26 in November 2021.
While I don’t anticipate part two of the plan being completed until the autumn a
number of actions which the Council is taking have already been identified and
others suggested for development. The Council will continue to progress these
actions and for the time being until part two of the plan is finalised we will list these
actions and associated targets as an Appendix to part one of the plan.

