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1. Forward

Memorial Park provides an invaluable cultural and recreational resource for the local community in
Whaley Bridge. It is the only park in the town, asg@rimarily usedor informal recreation, sporting
activity and events. Many local residents appreeitite historic value of the park, particularly its
connection to the Jodrell family and the War Memorial commemorating the sacrifices made by the
local community in 2 World Wars. Although the park had developed over thesyte cater for
changing needs ivas inneed of significant investment to meet the needs of the local audiemck
provide good quality recreational opportunities for the local community and surrounding rural areas
that used the parkThe successful awamf funding in 2009/10 from the étitage Lottery Parks for
Peoplewas the beginning of a new era for the park. The park has been revitalised, praviging
guality facilities and activitiethat have improved the quality of life for local residents and visitors to
the town.

This manage®nt plan seeks taecognise the significant investment that enablét restoration

and renovation improvementso be completed. It will focus onthe future management and
maintenance of the parktakinginto account sustainable considerations thatill ensure that any
developments or refurbishment are completed in a manner, which are sensitive to local community
needs and the nature dhe park in terms of its historjecological and environmental value.

2. Introduction

This plan will define the current and future management and maintenance d¥idraorial Parkfor

a 10-year period from 202 to 2031 with a review annuallyln compiling the plan we acknowledge
the essential and valuable contribution from all keyakeholders, partnets councillors and
community groups. Without their contribution this plan would be meaningless.

3. The Purpose of the Management Plan

It is imperative that this management plan provides clear direction for the future management and
maintenance of the park, ensuring that the park is conserved and enhanced in its entirety whilst
balancing the needs of visitors and residents alike.

This management plan seeks to:

1 Take a holistic approach to the future management of the park by sisgpprofessional
and community needs and desires

1 To establish a shared vision and objectives for the park.

1 Ensure ommunityinvolvement within thedevelopment and management of the park.

1 Establish standards that are effective and accountablertsureclear management and
maintenance objectives are identified and implemented.

1 Benchmark the park and analyse the management regimes and policies against best
practice.

9 Prioritise resources and actiaio ensure effectivemanagement of the parland the
succes®f any future developments.
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4. Responsibility for the Plan

High Peak Borough Council is responsible for the overall management of all of our parks and open
spaces.

The Service Commissioning section of High Peak Borough Council working in partwétsailh
stakeholders and the community has compiled this plan. Implementation of the plan will also be led
by the Service Commissioning section with specific project leads as shown in the Action Plan.
Likewise, the monitoring and review of the plan Wil led by the Service Commissioning section. It

is recognised that regular effective monitoring and review of the plan will ensure that the document
evolves to meet changing prioritieslowever, all key stakeholders and users of the park together
with the wider local community will be engaged to ensure that future revisions reflect a combination
of views, needs and aspirations.

5. Strategic Context of the Management Plan

The Parks Strategy is the overarching document that sets out the strategic caiektinforms the
management of all our parksk-or this strategy to focus on the future effectively, it is important to
recognise the key influencing documents and evidence base which frame the provision and
development of parks. It is also equally import for people to understand the current context in
which parks are managed and maintained as this will play a part in decision making and delivery of
future projects which aim to maintain and enhance the parks.

The purpose of our Parks Strategy is tmfyrihese key issues into focus and by doing so:

1) Set the overarching context and direction for the management and development of our
parks and green spaces.

2) Outline the approach for managing and developing parks and green spaces which considers
the Counds resources, management and maintenance responsibilities and the contribution
of partners, community and interest groups.

3) Highlight a set of principles which will guide future maintenance, investment and community
engagement in our parks and green spaces

4) Agree a set of priorities and objectives which focus effort, resources and decision making to
ensure that parks and green spaces remain high quality spaces for everyone to enjoy.

5) Help secure additional investment and external funding to enhance the p#rkstructure,
facilities and opportunities for the benefit of the community.

6. Site Details

6.1 Site Address and access

Memorial Park is situated within the centre of Whaley Bridge runs almost the completiength

of the town. It is a formal upan park but is surrounded by open countryside, adjacent to the Peak

District National Park Authority boundary and the Goyt Valley.

The postal address is as follows:
Memorial Park, Off Wheatsheaf Close, Whaley Bridge, High$¥&2& 7JB
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It should be noted however that postal correspondence relating to the park should be directed to:
Service CommissioninBuxton Town HaglMarket PlaceBuxton SK17 6EL

Public car parking is located to the side of the sports pavilion and can be atdemwethe sports

field entrance off Park Road. Although the sports pavilion and MUGA are leased to Whaley Bridge
Town Council the car park falls outside the boundaries of this lease and is therefore still managed
and maintained by the Borough CounciDisabled vehicle access is available in the park at the
Wheatsheaf and Goyt Road entrances. The Goyt Road entrance gates can be opened to allow vehicle
access to the area adjacent to the Memorial. Access at Wheatsheaf Road is limited. The removal of
the bollard would only allow vehicle access onto the hard surfacing just inside the park. This
entrance is used, for example, at the Remembrance service to assist those who are less able bodied
to gain access closer to the park.

A plan of the site is showelow.
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Signage in the park

6.2 Ownership and Designations

The park sits within th&/haley Bridgevard ofthe High Pealand is exclusively owned by High Peak
Borough Council The town of Whaley Bridge lies within the High Peak area of Derbyshire with a
resident populationof approximately 6,500The site is exclusively owned by High Peak Borough
Council and is designated as a Protected Major Park. Although not within therCaiise Area of
Whaley Bridge, the park sits closely to this designated area and as such it would be necessary to
consult with Conservation Officers before undertaking any major redevelopment of the park.

There are foupublicrights of way across thsite; Footpath 28, 29, 32 and 105he river Goyt runs
along the eastern edge of the park, and as such means that part of the park is also a flood plain.
There is a designated wildlife site along the river edge and flood plain area of the park. Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust have produced a report on the nature conservation value of the site; Whaley Bridge
Park and the River Goyt (HP084) Ecological Survey and Assessment.

Memorial ParKkies adjacent to the Whaley Bridgonservation AreaThe trees are apssential
element of the landscape setting of the Conservation Aaea the council will manage the
trees accordingly following therinciples set out in the Tree Policy and good practice guides

7. Physical Assets

It is essential to fully understand theysical assets of the park including both natural and manmade
features. This will assist in determining the strengths and weaknesses in the information base for the
park. This in turn will provide a better understanding of the context of the park andinfiow we

might develop and effectively manage the park for the future.
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Memorial Park has a number of facilities to attract visitors and regular wdgch includes:

f The Memorial and its settingu pH N1 Q& 2NRAIAY I £ Ol &0 and é@oke I YR LI
street furniture including notice boards, signage and litter bins
All these elements were included in the park restoration project to enhatscheritage
value andhe quality of its facilities.

1 Woodland and tree plantingand watercourses includinghe River Goyt
The park has a very important woodland habitétich is a key feature of this open space,
and is carefully monitored and managed by the council and AES. The River Goyt also runs
along the eastern boundamgroviding important waterside hakits. Toddbrook Reservoir
sits above the park on its eastern edge and although owned and manged by the Canal and
Rivers Trust, its very much seen as part of the park landscape with established linking walks
from the park to the reservoir and beyond.

New bridge crossing the River Goyt

1 Extensive path networKsome with natural York stone edgings)
The park provides many opportunities for walks throughout the historégad natural
setting The quality of these paths was improved as part of the restoration programme
greatly improving accessibility through the park.
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Path network within landscape setting

9 Horticulture Features

The HLF restoration project for the paitkcluded the introduction of a number of soft
landscaping elements to recognise the heritage planting detail that may have been evident

in the park and this includes rose beds in the memorial area planted with varieties that may

have been in the park in® MdpH N1 Qa> 2NYIFYSyGlrf aKNHz | NBI &
horticultural interest and native shrub planting

9 Toddler and junior play areand basketball area
As part of the improvements to the Memorial Park a new play area was installed for both
toddlers and juniors in August 2013. In addition to a range of play equipment the play area
project also included elements of natural play and safe access to the Ailmsketball area
was subsequently installed in this area at the request of the Friends group and local
community.

1 A junior and senior football pitch
The top part of the park is very much seen as the sports and activity area with junior and
senior grassfootball pitches, multi sports court, pavilion, skate park and pump track. The
park is home to Whaley Bridge Football Qlug R | £ (1 K2 dz3 K { K Snaitt@irdzy OA f Qa
the grass pitcheghe football club members are an extremely gaotive group cariiyg out
a lot of the maintenance work themselves. As part of the improvement works in the park the
senior pitch was extended, further drainage installed and a barrier fence erected. The
completion of this work ensured that the senior football team couldgoess to a higher
league (Cheshire League).

1 In-situ concrete skateparland adjacentPump track for 3 levels, beginners, intermediary
and experienced
Following the successful award of external funding from the Changing Spaces programme
and Aiming Highund, a new insitu concrete skatepark was built in 2012. This funding also
enabled the Council to install a pump track adjacent to the skatepark. The pump track has 3
tracks for beginnners, intermediaries and advanced users. Both of these elements are
extremely popular and very well used.
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1 Sports pavilion and changing rooms
The sportspavilion, including changing rooms was built from Sport England and Football
Foundation funding in 19xxxxxx and although owned by the council, is leased to Whaley
Bridge TownCouncil who maintain it and hire it out for use. It is primarily used by Whaley
Bridge Football Club but can be hired by a variety of sports/community groups.

1 3G MultrUse Games Area
This facility is alsananaged and maintained by Whaley Bridge T@®aunciland has to be
booked for use, but is open to community groups on a pay as you play basis or as a training
facility by the football club. Taxal and Fernilee Primary School use it regularly during the
week for PE lessons and also after school aietsvit

New skatepark installed in 2012

8. Historical Heritagelnformation

The following section details a brief history of the site, an understanding and acknowledgement of
its heritage value,the Heritage Lottery/BIG Lottery Parker People restoration projectand
interpretation of the heritage and how this is conserved and enhanced. This information is intended
to give the reader a brief contextual flavour.

8.2 The hstory of the site as a public park

Historically, the park as we know it today was divided imto areas. The area where tloairrent

OKAf RNByQa LXlFe& SldALYSYyd Aa t20FGSR sl a 1yz2ey |
11" September 1920 and contained a sdtswings and seeral benches.Due to a strike by the

printers at the time, there was npress coverage of the openirggremony. However, 10 years

later, the swings and seats were destroyed in a massive flood.
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In the 1930s, up to the Second World War, Weir Fields vasvenue for the sports events
associated with the Annual Gala, which was organised by the then Whaley Bridge and Buxton Co
operative Wholesale Society. A sports event was held in Weir Fields and refreshrpemtgled at

the Mechanics Institute on Marke$treet in tle Town Centre. For many yeafer the war, the
annual Rose Queen Festival was also lreM/eir Fields and it also nowhere the annual bonfire is
organised by the Round Table.

The parkexcept forWeir Fields, was donetl to the communityin 1921 byColonel Ramsdedodrell

in memory of those who gave their dig in the First World War. Thaveiling of the Memorial and
dedication service was conductéy the Reverend Evans dfi May 1921, and inscribed were the
names of 108 local men kitlein the war. Sincéhen, the names of those losturing the Second
World War have ben added. The memorial itselfyhich is 20 feet high, cost £600 and was
constructed froma granite obelisk, rising froffortland stone steps and topped by an ionic cross.

Unveiling of the cenotaph %4 May 1921

In 1929, Lady Haig, the widow of Earl Douglas Haig the @oanen of the British Forces France
during World War I, attended a ceremony in therlpat which a total of 1000 exservicemertook
part in the parade. After the ceremony,dyaHaig planted a copper beetfee in the area just to
the right of the Memorial along with a daison plaque. The tree stiitands today but the plaque is
no longer there.

During the Second World Wdrand concerts were held in theagk, as was the annual Brititlegion
Drum Head Service. Anecdotal evidence also continatdocal schools organisedRageant during
the Coronation celebration in 1938Vhen the park was given to the people, it was mathgnd
maintained from public donatiofdy a trust consisting of four people. In 1936, the newly formed
Whaley Bridge Urban District Council took over its management, and the park and Weir Fields
were combined In 1974 High Peak Borough Council tooktbe ownership and management of the
park and during the following years new play equipment was installed, sedtimg #he various
paths and thdootball pitches were marked up and hired by local teams.
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