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1. Reason for the Report 

 

1.1 To obtain agreement to enter into a Section 17 Management Agreement with 

Historic England. 
 
2. Recommendation 

2.1 That the Executive Councillor agrees to the Council entering into the 
agreement. 

 
 
3. Executive Summary 

 
3.1 Ardotalia (more commonly known known as Melandra or Melandra Castle) is a 

Roman fort in Gamesley. The site is owned by High Peak Borough Council. It 
is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and is listed on the Heritage at Risk 
Register.  

 
3.2 Discussions have been ongoing for some time with Historic England 

recognising the importance of the site, its current condition and the 
responsibilities of the Borough Council as landowner. The discussions  have  
sought to identify ways in which the borough working with other partners can 

address issues with the site leading to the development of a Section 17 
Management Agreement for the site. 

 
  



  

4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities  
 

4.1 The action supports delivery of Aim 4: Protect and improve the environment 

including responding to the climate emergency 
 

 
5. Alternative Options 

 

5.1 None identified. 
 
6. Implications 

 
6.1

  

Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998) 

 
None 

 
6.2 Workforce 

 

On-going site maintenance will be carried out by AES 
 

6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment 
 
None 

 
6.4 Financial Considerations 

 

The Council has set aside £20,000 to provide match funding to the 
£20,000 that will be provided by Historic England on entry into the 

Management Agreemnts 
 

6.5 Legal 

 
The law protecting scheduled monuments is found in the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 
 

6.6 Climate Change 

 
An ecological audit of the site is planned 

 
6.7 
 

Consultation 
 

Discussions have taken place with Historic England, Salford 
University, Atkins and Glossop and Longdendale Archaeology 

Society (GLASS). 
 

6.8 

 

Risk Assessment 

 
There is a risk of further deterioration of the site without an agreed 

management plan being put in place. Works at the site are only 
permitted with consent from Historic England. 

 



  

Neil Rodgers 
Executive Director (Place) 

 

 
Web Links and 

Background Papers 

Contact details 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-
risk/search-register/list-entry/35502 

 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications/scheduled-monuments-guide-for-

owners-and-
occupiers/guideforownersofscheduledmonuments/ 
 

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/designated-funds/ 
 

David Smith 
Head of Communities and Climate Change 

david.smith@highpeak.gov.uk 
 

 

7. Detail 
 

7.1 Ardotalia (more commonly known known as Melandra or Melandra Castle) is a 

Roman fort in Gamesley. 
 

7.2 The first fort at the site is believed to have been built around 78 AD as part of 
the British Roman ruler Agricola’s drive northwards to conquer the Brigantes 
tribe. It was called Ardotalia, meaning ‘Place of the High Dark Hill’. The fort 

walls and all the interior buildings were made of wood. The only stone building 
was the bath house situated just to the north of the fort. The origins of the 

name Melandra are unknown but may have been introduced by John Watson, 
Rector of Stockport, who visited the site in around 1771. 

7.3 The fort’s defensive walls were rebuilt in stone around 108 AD and were likely 

to be around 12 feet high and 4 feet thick standing on top of earth ramparts 
that were 16 feet wide and just over 3 feet high. A stone tower stood at each 

rounded corner of the fort stood, just within the walls, and there also were four 
stone double-tower gatehouses (one in the centre of each side) and each gate 
(other than the southern gate which was much smaller reflecting its more 

vulnerable position) had a double door. The walls were fronted by deep and 
wide trenches. The Principia (or Headquarters building) was also remade in 

stone at this time. This important building included an assembly hall and 
shrine for the unit’s altars and standard, as well as the records’ and 
commander’s offices. The exterior bath house was also extended and two new 

rooms (a hot room heated by a second hypocaust, and a cold room) added 
against the existing walls of the three original ones. Two more rooms, one of 

which was a dressing room, were built at a later date. 

7.4 A civilian settlement (vicus) grew up around a Roman fort, which had a 
protective stockade on top of a banked earthwork around its outskirts and now 

lies mostly under the Gamesley housing estate. 
 

7.5 The site has been subject to a range of extensive archeological investigations 
over the years, with items from the site been available to view at the Buxton 
museum. In more recent years the Glossop and Longdendale Archaeology 

Society have held a number of open days and presentations to promote 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/35502
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/35502
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/scheduled-monuments-guide-for-owners-and-occupiers/guideforownersofscheduledmonuments/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/scheduled-monuments-guide-for-owners-and-occupiers/guideforownersofscheduledmonuments/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/scheduled-monuments-guide-for-owners-and-occupiers/guideforownersofscheduledmonuments/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/scheduled-monuments-guide-for-owners-and-occupiers/guideforownersofscheduledmonuments/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/designated-funds/


  

interest in the site. 
 
7.6 The site is owned by High Peak Borough Council. It a Scheduled Ancient 

Monument and is listed on the Heritage at Risk Register, with the following 
assessment: 

 
Assessment Type: Archaeology 

Condition: Generally unsatisfactory with major localised problems 

Principal Vunerability: Deterioration - in need of management 

Trend: Improving 

Ownership: Local authority 

 

7.7 The Secretary of State has the power to execute any works that are urgently 

necessary for the preservation of the fort. It is a criminal offence to destroy or 
damage a scheduled monument either intentionally or through recklessness. It 

is also a criminal offence to 

 use a metal detector (defined as any device designed or adapted for 
detecting or locating any metal or mineral in the ground) on the site of a 

Scheduled Monument; or to 

 remove objects of archaeological or historic interest from the site of a 

Scheduled Monument that have been discovered though the use of such 
equipment; 

unless prior consent has been obtained from English Heritage in the form 

of a Section 42 licence. It is known that metal detectorists have been active at 
the site. 

 
The Council has regular contact with the local safer neighbourhood team, to 
try and address any issues around inappropriate use of the site including 

trail/quad bikes. 
 

7.8 A range of approaches have been considered in recent years, to improve and 
secure the future of the site including the potential for establishing a trust. 

 

7.9 Prior to the Covid 19 pandameic – a renewed period of discussion with 
Historic England on options to improve the condition of the site have been 

undertaken. 
 
 Recognising the importance of the site, its current condition and the 

responsibilities of the Borough Council as landowner, the discussions reached 
the conclusion that a Section 17 Management Agreement for the site, would 

provide the best way of putting in place additional resources to help improve 
the site going forwards. 

 

7.10 A copy of the draft agreement is provided at Appendix A and includes a 
programme of regular management and maintenance works in line with the 

agreed recommendations from the forthcoming updated Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP) that is being produced by Salford University and 
Atkins. The Borough Council has the ability to agree or amend the CMP before 



  

its formal adoption, which removes the risk of signing-up to a plan under the 
Section 17 without the full details of that plan being available. 

 

7.11  Historic England have agreed to provide £20k to support delivery of the 
Management Agreement on the understanding that this will be matchfunded 

by the Borough Council. This funding will be used to deliver the site 
maintenance as outlined in the Agreement. 

 

7.12 This work by Atkins at the site results from a successful application for a grant 
from National Highways’ Designated Fund (Environment and Wellbeing) for 

£21,000 for a feasibility project on the fort linked to their work on the nearby 
A57. This would be Phase 1 of a two phase project looking at the site.  

 

 In discussion with Historic England, they have scoped this first phase to 
include:  

 Setting up aworking group 

 Updating the 2013 Conservation Management Plan  

 Carrying out an Archive Audit 

 Site visit with specialists and stakeholders 

 Consideration of interpretation options 

 Ecology survey, and an 

 Outline condition survey 

 
7.13 This work has commenced and a further report will be presented for Members 

as additional information becomes available. 
 
 


